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THE STORY YOU WON'T GET ON TV 
COULD BE IN YOUR MAILBOX! 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the wrestling arena (and the locker 
room) to the fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers the entire spec- 
trum of the sport can boast of the same quality writers, editors, and photogra- 
phers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as the best! 


EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, providing the most 
complete coverage of wrestling available anywhere. From the great staff of 
writers, through the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “‘Arena 
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Reports” ... Eddie Ellner’s lively and controversial ‘Off The Top Rope” ... 
An incisive ‘‘Press Conference’ with one of the sport’s top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” ... “Scouting Reports” ... “Time Capsules” ... And don’t forget: 


Your subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page year-end issue, 
priced at $3.50 on the newsstand (if you can find it!). 
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®@ Now available for the first time, a six-month subscription to PW/. Six power- 
packed issues will be delivered right to your door for just $15. 

@ Order a one-year subscription to PW/ and receive two issues free! You'll 
get 14 issues for just $30—a 17% savings off the regular newsstand price. 
®@To receive the greatest savings, order a two-year subscription to PW/ at the 
low price of $60 and receive six issues free! That’s 30 issues for the cost of 
24, a 25% savings off the regular newsstand rate! 


Don’t miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 
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No Room For Missy; Hart And Soul; Backing Backlund 


SUPERSTAR GRAPEVINE 
Latest happenings as of press time 


SUPERSTAR QUOTEBOOK 
What they’re saying in the wrestling world 


KNOW YOUR HOLDS 
Dick Slater gives the lowdown on his monkey flip 


SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH: RICK RUDE VS. MADUSA 
In this battle of the sexes, who's really more “ravishing”? 


TROUBLE IN THE WIPPLEMAN CAMP! HOW MR. HUGHES 
IS DESTROYING GIANT GONZALES’ CAREER 

History shows Harvey can’t manage more than one 

wrestler at a time 


EXCLUSIVE STAT-O-CHART RATINGS: 
AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE SPORT’S TOP 20 STARS 
The very best in wrestling, ranked in assorted categories 


NO REST FOR THE WEARY: 

A SADISTIC MAULER TARGETS STING...AGAIN! 

WCW’'s biggest and toughest confront Sting as he seeks to regain 
the title 


THE HACK IS BACK! BUT DOES DUGGAN HAVE WHAT IT 
TAKES TO GRAB THE GOLD? 
Glens Falls’ finest once again attempts to reach WWF's elite 


SUPERSTAR INTERVIEW: EDDIE GILBERT 
The veteran discusses his career ... and future 


THE PROOF IS IN THE POUNDING: 
ERIK WATTS IS NO “DADDY’S BOY”! 
Nepotism? Nope, Bill’s son is doing very well on his own 


OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The sport’s most respected rankings 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 
“W” in NWA: Does it now stand for “World”? 
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NO ROOM FOR MISSY 

| can’t believe Ric Flair would 
ever even consider taking on 
Missy Hyatt as a manager 
(“Missy And Ric: Whooo!” June 
1993). In my book Flair is one of 
the greatest wrestlers of all-time. 
Why would he suddenly count 
on a woman to help him keep 
his wrestling affairs in order? 
The guy hasn’t needed a beauti- 
ful lady at ringside to win nine 
world titles. Missy has never 
looked out for anyone but her- 
self. 

Sure, she’s quite an eyeful, 
and none of us guys would mind 
seeing her strut her stuff at ring- 
side, but can she really do any- 
thing for Ric Flair’s wrestling 
career? Missy, stick to commen- 
tary. Ric, good luck in your quest 
for title number 10, but please 
leave the lovely Ms. Hyatt at the 
press table. 

BRIAN STEPFORD 
Louisville, KY 


HART AND SOUL 

| couldn’t believe it when | 
read a letter in the April 1993 
issue calling Bret “Hitman” Hart 
a wimpy champion. Bret Hart 
was the best champion the 
WWF ever had. No one defend- 
ed the title as often as Bret or 
against as many tough oppo- 
nents: Papa Shango, Berzerker, 
Virgil, Shawn Michaels, Razor 
Ramon, etc. 

Many fans don’t know how 
many times Bret defended his 
title, since many of the title 
defenses were not televised. | 
like and respect Hulk Hogan, but 
| doubt he will defend the WWF 
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Despite numerous victories over such men as Bam Bam Bigelow, former WWF cham- 
pion Bret “Hitman” Hart still doesn’t get the respect he deserves, according to reader 


Katie Willingham. 


title as much as Bret or with as 

much pride and guts. It won't be 

long until the WWF belt is Bret 
“Hitman” Hart's again! 

KATIE WILLINGHAM 

London, England 


BACKING BACKLUND 

Just let me say that it’s good 
to finally see a total first-class 
guy back in the WWF. That man, 
for those of you who don’t know 
class when you see it, is none 
other than former WWF World 
champion Bob Backlund. He 


took about six years off from full- 
time wrestling, and now he’s 
back and still close to the top of 
the WWF. | realize he hasn’t won 
all of his matches since his 
return, and he isn’t quite as quick 
as he was when he had the belt, 
but that doesn’t really matter to 
me. | just like to see someone in 
this sport who doesn’t worry 
about all the glitter and glitz that 
so many wrestlers get involved in 
these days. 

Backlund cares about how the 
kids look at him and how he car- 


ries himself in the ring. In an era 
where so many people complain 
that there aren’t any role models, 
Backlund is an exception. Carry 
on, Bob. I’ll always be in your 
corner. 
SARA WARRINGER 
Toledo, OH 


DREAM TEAMS 

Congratulations on doing an 
excellent job on your recent “Tag 
Teams We'd Like To See” section 
(April 1993). It was really inter- 
esting, but there are a lot of other 
combinations that would work 
just as well. Shane Douglas and 
Marty Jannetty could be spectac- 
ular. And what about Lex Luger 
and Paul Orndorff? They could 

definitely stir up some trouble. 
FABIAN BORGES 
Asheville, NC 


URNING A TITLE SHOT 


| think there must be another 
—————— a asamamememnenl =—_ eae | 


? 
Bob Backlund (above, lifting Shawn Michaels) will always have a loyal fan in Sara reeson why the WWF doesn t 
Warringer. There’s no excuse for The Undertaker (below, choking Hulk Hogan) not Want The Undertaker to win a 


getting a title shot, says reader Tim Kaiser. title (‘Has The WWF Buried The 
Undertaker’s Title Hopes?” June 
1993). The WWF uses the 
excuse that if The Undertaker 
won the title and then decided to 
return to his rulebreaking ways, 
he would badly represent the 
federation. If this is true, then 
how do they explain Sgt. 
Slaughter’s reign as WWF cham- 
pion? He burned and spit on the 
American flag, not to mention 
insulting the American people 
during the Persian Gulf War, in 
which many people lost family 
members. 

As for the popularity excuse, 
Bret Hart will always be a fan 
favorite, belt or no belt. Get a 
better excuse, WWF! 

TIM KAISER 
Glenolden, PA 


NEW EXPERTS, PLEASE 
Shame on your five experts 
who picked the most intimidating 
(Continued on page 56) 
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Big Van Vader (left) and Sid Vicious have formed one of wrestiing’s most intimidating tandems. Their 


Immediate goal: eliminate Sting and Davey Boy Smith. 


ID VICIOUS AND Big Van 

Vader, two of the biggest 
and most dangerous men in 
wrestling, will join forces in the 
Beach Blast 93 main event 
when they wrestle Sting and 
Davey Boy Smith. 

WCW’s Beach Blast card will 
be held on July 18 at the 
Mississippi Coast Coliseum in 
Biloxi. The card will be aired live 
on pay-per-view TV. 

The 6’8”, 318-pound Vicious, 
who recently returned to the fed- 
eration, and the 6’5”, 404-pound 
Vader, the WCW World champi- 
on, are both masters of the 
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power bomb, a potentially debili- 
tating maneuver in which they 
drop their opponents from shoul- 
der height. 

Cactus Jack, a recent victim 
of Vader’s power bomb, was 
knocked unconscious by the 
impact of the blow against con- 
crete. Several other wrestlers, 
including Sting, have felt the 
force of the power bomb. Now, 
Sting and Smith—another rela- 
tively recent addition to WCW’s 
talent pool—will have to deal 
with a double-threat. 

“We’re ready for anything,” 
Sting said. “It’s important that we 


deal with these guys, because if 
we don’t, they might just steam- 
roll over the rest of the federa- 
tion. Vader thinks he can get 
away with hurting people, but 
he’s dead wrong. As for Vicious, 
he’s gonna be running out of 
WCW through the same door he 
came in.” 

Vicious, who last wrestled 
regularly as Sid Justice in the 
WWF and lost to Hulk Hogan in 
the WrestleMania VIII main 
event, was brought to the feder- 
ation by manager Col. Parker. 
He made his debut on May 17 at 

(continued on page 62) 
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TRACEY SMOTHERS: “I'm so glad | 
defended the South’s honor against that 


turncoat Tony Anthony at Volunteer Slam 
II! It was a white flag coward match, and 
if anyone’s a coward, it’s that ‘Dirty 
White Boy.’ He’s now a so-called New 
Yorker, wegriaa that Yankees jacket. 
Hey—or should | say, yo—Tony, when 
was the last time they won anything? 
About the same time you did. | bet Tony 
believes the Staten Island Ferry is a pixie 
who grants wishes! He should be grateful 
| don’t run Smoky Mountain, ‘cause if | 
did, he wouldn't be allowed to set foot 


low the Mason-Dixon line.” 


BAGWELL “Many 
people ask me if | plan to reemphasize 
my solo career anytime soon. | hate to 
disappoint them, but the answer is no. I’m 
very happy working with 2 Cold 
Scorpio—our talents complement each 
other's beautifully. With my strength and 
Scorpio’s brilliant aerial chility, we think 
it's only a matter of time e he and | 
earn that WCW World tag team title. 
Down the road, after firm ishing our- 
selves among the classic tag teams, 
then I'll seek new worlds fo conquer and con- 
centrate on single work. But for now, Scorpio 
and | are making this our top priority.” 
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RIC FLAIR: “Whoooo! *A Flair For The 


Gold’ has made it clear to all | am the 


man, the world’s premier talk-show host 
and interviewer. Arsenio? Yesterday's 

news! Leno? He'll go down, along wit! 
at gargantuan chin! Letterman? I don’t 
care what network he’s on, he can’t com- 
pete. Can Paul Shaffer—or even Teri 
Garr—compare to Fifi? And don’t even 
mention that Conan the librarian! I’m the 
reason Carson took early retirement. He 
could see what was coming, Larry King is 
quaking in his shoes! And Rush, if you 
want to see real “excellence in broadcast- 
Whoooo!”- 


ing,’ watch “A Flair For The Gold’! 
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VIC STEAMBOAT: “| love New York— 
but | don’t mean Manhattan. I’m talkin’ 
about Ogdensburg, way up in the North 
Country, where more folks root for the 
Expos than for the Mets. But they're all 
th a mine iby heey since | bec Nie 

artel to win the first heavyweight title in 
the new Can-Am Wrestling Felavation, It 
can get a trifle cold for a native Hawaiian 
like me, but take my word for it—that belt 
sure warms you up. | pan to stick around 
for a while, make a few title defenses in 
Vermont and Quebec, maybe go as far 
south as Syracuse. Who knows? | might 
even take up hockey!” 


Py 
MADUSA: “Let me say at the start to my 
legions of fans that | haven’t turned into 
wrestling’s ‘invisible woman.’ I'm biding 
my time, bepparing to regain my rightfu 
place in the mat Yorld. All things being 
equal, | want to be back in the ring, 
though I'm not averse fo managing— 
whether Paul E. Dangerously likes it or 
not! But please, no more bikini contests. 
We'll leave that stuff for wannabes like 
Missy Hyatt. | will be there when the time 
is right to bring women’s wrestling back 
to prominence in North America, and | 
will lead the way. Sensational Sherri vs. 
Luna Vachon? That's merely a prelim!” 


jo | 
STEVE AUSTIN: “If you follow the film 


industry like Brian and | do, you know 
that summertime is when all the bi 
releases come out. Well, the Hol 
Blonds are proud to announce a block- 
buster of their own—The World's Premier 
Tag Team. We'll star, of course, and cast 
Rick Steamboat and Shane Douglas as 
the villains. Since it’s our script, they 
won't stand a chance. The torture Joe 
Pesci and Daniel Stern underwent in the 
Home Alone films is nothing compared to 
what we've planned, and we don’t use 
trick photography. Even the coyote in the 
Runner ‘toons had it easier!” 


HARLEY RACE: “Ever since Big Van 
Vader took care of Cactus Jack, I’ve been 
put through the mill by the uninformed, all 
saying Vader and | should be punished. 
Hear our side of the story! It’s just as well 
Jack was hospitalized—it will do that 
maniac some good. As strong as Vader 
is, even he’s in danger against that loon. 
Given proper sedatives, Jack can certain- 
ly function in society, though he'd lose 
that manic genius to compete for the 
WCW World title. And over the years, 
Jack has hardly been Mr. Clean. So | 
don’t understand this sudden sympathy 
for him—we've made the streets safer!” 


JERRY LAWLER: “I\'m not going to sit 
here and gripe about losing the USWA 
title to that carpetbagger Papa Shango. 
Complaining is not my style, and we were 
fully aware of the risks when we set up 
this agreement with the WWF. Sure, | 
thought | was entitled to some home mat 
advantage here in Memphis, and | know 
Sensational Sherri is gloating over my 
defeat, but I’ll be back on top. | have 


always come back, and | always will. So 
Papa, I’m game for a rematch ever 
you are. That is, assuming you’re pre- 


pared fo return to Memphis and attempt 
to make lightning strike twice in front of 


my fans. 


DUSTIN RHODES: “Ol Rick Rude is at it 


again. Sure, his ring actions are obnox- 
ious, but that’s nothing compared to the 
tights he wears. You should’ve seen a 
pair he had on in Europe recently. It fea- 
tured word-balloon praises—in his 
dreams!—from stars like Geena Davis 
Michelle Pfeiffer, Kim Basinger, an 

Christina Applegate, who | hear will pl 

the title role inthe Missy Hyatt Sto t 
his tights told the truth, the ‘d ane 


endorsements from the Golden Girls, 
Roseanne Arnold, and that goofy-looking 
lady Marine on Major Dad. t 

don’t let that ego run amok!” 


mon, Rude, 


LV. 
JIM CORNETTE: “You think that term 


‘Heavenly Bodies’ only refers to Tom 
Prichard and Bobby Eaton? Well, it 
applies to me as well, and that’s why 
you're seeing so much of me in the ring 
these days. Perhaps being the greatest 
manager in the history of professional 
wrestling would be enough for some peo- 
ple. but not for me. With a body as fit, as 
ithe, as supple as mine, w! yy le it from 
masses? Put it out there 
to see and marvel—that is, when “8 re 
not focusing on my incredible wrestling 
skills, or my magnetic, dynamic, charm- 


ing personality!” 
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KEVIN SULLIVAN: “There's one less 
rival in Smoky Mountain, now that 
Nightstalker [Adam Bomb] has retreated 
to the wimpdom of the WWF. He couldn't 
take it here, where real men like myself 
reign. We're tough, thanks to our moun- 
taineer nenisae: ig ur see his new 
manager in F2 What a piece of 
work! Calls himself Johnny Polo, dresses 
like a twit, carries a golf club. Couldn't he 
have borrowed Jim Eornette’s tennis rack- 
ef? We're talkin’ ripoff city here, but that’s 


okay. As long as he stays away from 
Smoky Mountain, he'll never come across 
me—or the sight of blood.” 


~td 


MAXX PAYNE: “There's a dark side to 
all of us, a place where every human 

ing must face the concept of death and 
suffering. One ignores the need to admin- 
ister or receive pain at his or her own 
peril. I've come to terms with this need 
and it has strengthened and replenished 
me. It has made me a better wrestler, 

rless of anything | might come across 
in the ring. This dark side | have 
embraced will help carry me towards my 
ultimate goals: to win a W 
onship, and, more importantly, to further 
discern the subtle difference between san- 


ity and insanity.” oO 
9 


Every issue, Wrestling Superstars will examine a different hold or 
maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. These are 
potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be left to the pro 
rings—don’t try these at home! 


THE MONKEY FLIP 


By Dick Slater 


| THIS SPORT you can never have too many 
holds, maneuvers, or countermoves in your 
repertoire. Everybody and their ugly sister seems 
to think they have the roughest, toughest finishing 
move, or the best way to make an oppo give 
up. But you can’t put a man away without setting 
him up first. 

That’s where one of my favorite moves, the 
monkey flip, comes into play. 

| usually don’t bring out the monkey flip real 
early in a match. | like to wait until just when I’ve 
started getting things going my way. Once my 
opponent is off-balance and momentum is in my 
favor, | know he'll do anything to turn things 
around. The monkey flip is just what he needs. 

When | execute the monkey flip, I’m always 
very careful because one false move and he'll 
have me flat on my back. I'll often set it up by 
backing my opponent into a corner. With that 
done, | quickly follow him into that corner and 
lock mmysitigers onto his. Before he knows what's 
coming next, | carefully Pant both my feet in the 
pit of his belly. It’s crucial to do this right, because 
if you don’t have the proper strength or balance, 
it’s an easy reversal for the other guy. Not to men- 
tion how foolish you'll look! 

Once I’ve got my feet planted properly, | just let 
momentum take over. | roll backward and use my 
tremendous leg strength to vault my opponent 
into the air. He'll do a nice flip and land squarely 
on his back. 

The great thing about the monkey flip is that 
it'll disorient an opponent. One minute he’s 
standing up straight in the corner, the next he’s 
across the ring, flat on his back. 

Once I’ve executed a good monkey flip, then 
I'm ready to set a guy up for the kill. | can’t begin 
to say how many times a monkey flip has set up a 
big victory in my career. And believe me, I’m 
going to win plenty more! O 


Dick Slater has used the monkey flip 
countless times during his career. He 
says it’s the perfect way to set an oppo- 
nent up for the kill. 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


RICK RUDE VS. MADUSA 


RICK RUDE 


Rick Rude stands 6’4” and weighs 246 pounds ... 
A former arm-wrestling champion from the 
wrestling hotbed of Minnesota ... Considers 

himself a ladies’ man and constantly flaunts his 

outstanding physique ... Won the NWA tag team 
title with Manny Fernandez in 1986 ... Moved to 
the WWF and began kissing female fans ... 
Womanizing got him in trouble in 1988 when he 
kissed Cheryl Roberts, the wife of Jake “The 

Snake” Roberts ... A brutal feud ensued, leaving 

Rude worse for wear but no less arrogant ... Won 

the WWF Intercontinental title in 1988, defeating 

The Ultimate Warrior ... Left the WWF after losing 

the I-C title to Warrior in 1989 ... Returned to 

WCW in October 1991, and won the U.S. title one 

month later ... Teamed with Madusa and others 
in The Dangerous Alliance. 
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MADUSA MICELI 


Madusa Miceli stands 5’9” and weighs 150 
pounds ... A Minnesota native who left nursing for 
the mat sport ... Joined the AWA in 1987 and won 
the women’s title in a tournament final ... Held the 

title for nearly a year and was voted 1988 PW/ 
Rookie of the Year by the fans ... Also managed 
several male competitors, including Curt Hennig 
... Moved to All-Japan Women’s Pro Wrestling, 
where she became one of that country’s most 
popular personalities ... Won the IWA title in 1990, 
when she was also voted All-Japan Inspirational 
Wrestler of the Year ... Toured Thailand as a kick- 
boxer ... Returned to America in 1991 and briefly 
competed in the LPWA before signing with WCW 
as a wrestler ... Joined The Dangerous Alliance, 
where she became “Director Of Covert 
Operations” ... Left WCW in 1992. 
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N THE PULITZER prize-winning biography 

Shattered Ventricles, Liz Hunter wrote of her 
subject: “He was possessed of a gentle spirit, 
sweet disposition, and respect for women bor- 
dering on reverence. Later in the tome, she 
describes a gesture of his at a restaurant as “so 
unabashedly romantic that men at nearby tables 
rose and applauded, while their female compan- 
ions openly wept.” 

The subject, of course, was a wrestler. But 
based upon those descriptions, it was not the 
wrestler you might expect. It was not Sting, the 


Sir Galahad of the squared circle. It was not Rick 
Steamboat, the consummate family man. And it 
was not Hulk Hogan, oozing with masculinity. 

Surprisingly, the subject was one Rick Rude. 

Considered a rogue champion in his time, a 
man seemingly without convictions or morals, 
there was a brief interlude in Rude’s life when 
Hunter’s words rang true, when he let his guard 
down and permitted love to infiltrate his life. His 
carelessness cost him his world title, his mind, 
and came very close to taking his life. This is the 
story of that time. 


In each issue, Wrestling Superstars will present a 
sensational Dream Match, a spectacular battle involving the sport's 
greatest athletes. It's unlikely this match will ever happen 
anywhere-except in the pages of this magazine ... and 
the arena of your own imagination! 


RUDE MANNERS 


Handsome, with a cement- 
hard body and more moves than 
a chess grandmaster, Rick Rude 
was the dominant ring personali- 
ty from the late-1980s to the 
late-1990s. After wresting the 
WCW championship from Ric 
Flair in 1994, Rude conducted 
the same high-profile defense of 
the crown as he did of the U.S. 
title, which he possessed for 18 
months in the early-1990s. 

When broken down, Rude’s 
style was so versatile as to be 
almost indefensible. In one glori- 
ous stretch, he overpowered Big 
Van Vader (forcing the giant to 
submit to a bearhug!), outwres- 
tled aerial artist Jushin Liger 
(submission by figure-four 
leglock), and outsuplexed Scott 
Steiner (with the debut of the 
“Rudeplex’). 

Despite his skills, it was 
Rude’s personality that always 
took center stage. He was still 
best-remembered as the man 


? te 


pl ee 


By the mid-1990s, Rick Rude had an indefensible wrestling repertoire, which included 
the new “Rudeplex,” a maneuver to complement his lethal “Rude awakening.” 
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who often painted the face of his 
opponent’s wife on the back of 
his wrestling trunks. Rude would 
be the first to admit he abused 
his fame. 

“We only go around once is 
not a cliche,” he was fond of 
saying. “It’s the gospel truth.” A 
notorious womanizer, he once 
boasted that, compared to him, 
“Ric Flair was more nun than 
man.” 

Eventually, even his 
unquenchable thirst for notoriety 
couldn’t overshadow his vast 
wrestling skills. Rude’s talent 
seemed to square each year, 
and at the time of our story he 
was celebrating his 36th con- 
secutive month as the number- 
one ranked wrestler in the world. 


RUDE BEHAVIOR 


Since wrestling is the only 
sport where professionals of 
both sexes work in such close 
quarters, it is not surprising to 
wonder if there is any hanky- 
panky in the locker room. 
Occasionally, a romance will 
erupt and carry the front page— 
an Elizabeth-Savage' or 
Kimberly-Tony Anthony type of 
thing—but that’s the exception. 
Contrary to popular belief, there 
are no dressing room orgies. 
The truth is, most female 
wrestlers wouldn’t touch their 
male counterparts with a 10-foot 
turnbuckle. “Would you want to 
kiss Cactus Jack?” is their con- 
ventional wisdom. 

As for the men, most regard 
the female wrestlers, as, well, 
female wrestlers. 

As might be expected, Rude’s 
reputation as a ladies’ man and 
his patronizing, arrogant attitude 
toward women did not endear 
him to his female colleagues. 
Rude wasn’t shy in expressing 
his contempt for what he called 
the “peep-show” side of the 
sport. 
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“The only reason people 
watch the ladies is to catch 
some flesh,” he said. “They 
belong in a nightclub, not a 
wrestling ring.” 


A MATCH MADE IN HELL 


By nature of his title, the 
WCW champion has many 
obligations, many more than 
most care to keep. Ric Flair 
hated visiting hospitals and 
hosted as many charity func- 
tions as he could in his own 
home. 

“| hated those fake award lun- 
cheons,” Sting recalled. “All that 
rubber chicken and endless 
table chatter.” 

Rude, on the other hand, was 
rather fond of such functions, as 


Posing and womanizing were always two of Rick Rude’s favorite 


pasttimes. His arro- 
gant behavior never endeared him to his female counterparts, but he doesn't care. 


he more often than not left with 
a lady, or at least a handful of 
telephone numbers. 

Rude’s pet gripe was the 
charity ring appearances that 
were required of him. 

“| feel like a monkey in the 
zoo,” he complained. “When | 
lace up my boots and get in the 
ring, | mean business. | want to 
bust some heads. It goes 
against my grain to stand there 
and smile at a bunch of rich 
people. I’d rather write a check 
myself than waste my time with 
such nonsense.” 

Rude’s worst nightmare came 
true the day WCW President 
George Bush broke the follow- 
ing news to him: Ted Turner was 
hosting a celebrity-studded 
charity benefit, during which 


Lelani Kai (seen here pulling the hair of Malla Hosaka) didn't care for Madusa, but Kal 


- 


warned her that Rude would be dangerous to anyone he faced in the ring. 


Rude’s role would be to partici- 
pate in a mixed tag team exhibi- 
tion. He and Lelani Kai would 
wrestle against Barry Windham 
and Madusa Miceli. 

Rude immediately refused. 
“My reputation is on the line,” he 
insisted. But Turner called 
Rude’s agent, who in turn called 
his prized client. 

“You have no choice, Rick,” 
was the grim news. “It’s in your 
contract. Turner can strip you of 
the title if you don’t honor your 
obligation.” 


Rude, who still shook from the 
memory of having his U.S. title 
stripped from him in 1993, 


‘slammed down the phone. He 


would do it, all right, because he 
had no choice and he was not 
stupid or stubborn enough to 
risk his title. But he was mad. 
Make no mistake about that. 


WARNING 


The buzz in the women’s 
locker room was that Rude, fed 
up with these contractual obliga- 


tions, was out for blood—and 
not that of Barry Windham’s. 
Though no love was lost 
between Kai and Miceli, Kai 
warned her colleague to “be 
careful out there. Rick is erratic 
and dangerous these days. He 
might try to make an example of 
you.” 

Madusa Miceli listened but 
remained silent. The truth was 
she couldn’t care less about 
Rick Rude’s mood swings. She 
feared no man, and if Rude 
wanted to tango, she was ready. 

The ring was set up in the 
giant ballroom of The Omni 
hotel at CNN Center in Atlanta, 
and was surrounded by table 
after table of the country’s most 
influential citizens. Rude and Kai 
were greeted by polite applause, 
but nothing compared to the 
ovation afforded Windham and 
Miceli, both among the most 
popular wrestlers in the country. 

Rude wished he didn’t hate 
Windham so much. He would 
have liked to jump in the ring, 
exchange a few armbars, and 
call it a night. But whenever they 
got within ring rope distance of 
each other, there was usually 
trouble. 

There was. 


GENDER BENDER 


Miceli and Kai opened the 
match and treated the audience 
to a fine display of gymnastic 
and aerial wrestling. When 
Windham and Rude entered the 
ring six minutes later, the fans 
sensed that they had witnessed 
all the goodwill they would that 
night. Windham opened with a 
crushing dropkick that deposited 
the champion over the top rope 
and into Vice President Gore’s 
gazpacho. With Rude went all 
pretense that this was to be a 
gentle exhibition. Hell hath no 
fury like an embarrassed cham- 
pion. Rude immediately jumped 
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the charity tag team match, but it wasn’t until Madusa (below) tagged in that Rude really got knocked 


for a loop, setting up the most unusual grudge battle In wrestling history. 


into the ring and battered 
Windham with a blinding flurry of 
elbows and fists. Windham retal- 
iated with a double-fisted hay- 
maker. From the corners, the 
women were screaming their 
men encouragement, Kai going 
one step further by kicking 
Windham as he flew into her 
turnbuckle. This infuriated 
Miceli, who was forced to watch 
the carnage from her corner. 

As Windham reeled into cen- 
ter ring, Rude pounced and 
hurled him into the mat with a 
pulverizing “Rudeplex.” 
Somehow Windham managed 
to gain his feet. He stumbled 
into his corner with Rude in hot 
pursuit. 

Miceli grabbed her partner 
and leaned him against the turn- 
buckle. She tagged his hand 
and jumped into the ring. Rude 
was disappointed—he had 
looked forward to finishing 


Madusa was in Rude’s comer during their Dangerous Alliance days, but she stunned 


“The Ravishing One” with a series of kicks to the head when she entered the ring In 


their match. Madusa Is a martial arts expert 


Windham—but quickly realized 
the sooner this farce ended, the 
better. He turned to tag Kai 
when he heard these words: 
“Where ya’ goin’, champ? 
Scared of a little girl like me?” 


Rude smiled, as did the fans 
within earshot of the ring. He 
had always liked Miceli, from 
their days together in The 
Dangerous Alliance, and knew 
her to be a feisty, hot-headed 


competitor. But he would not 
indulge her; he wanted to go 
home. 

Before he could respond, 
however, Miceli did an odd 
thing—she kicked Rude in the 
head. The crowd howled and 
Rude stumbled; he was more 
shocked than hurt and had no 
intention of retaliating. The 
rumor that he was out for female 
blood was a false one. He 
turned his back again, and again 
Miceli kicked him, this time fol- 
lowing the blow with a vicious 
karate chop to his throat. Rude 
felt blood on his lips. Now he 
was shocked and hurt—and 


angry. 


MICELI MADNESS 


Madusa Miceli was, like her 
mother, nobody’s fool. Mary Ann 
Miceli raised her daughter in the 
modern American fashion—take 
care of yourself first—and 
Madusa had paid close atten- 
tion. 

It infuriated her that men used 
their bulk and strength to take 
advantage of women. 
Throughout her life, she orga- 
nized support groups and lent 
her famous name to fundraising 
events for women’s causes. But 
it was in the ring where she 
made her mark. 

“| was very influenced by 
Nichole Roberts (a wrestler from 
the mid-1980s who challenged 
men),” Miceli recalled. “It wasn’t 
enough that | was a good 
wrestler for a woman. | wanted 
to be a good wrestler, period.” 

In the early-1990s, already 
considered the top female grap- 
pler in the world, Miceli left the 
ring for Japan where she fur- 
thered her study of martial arts. 
She was there for two years and 
returned a changed person. 
“Calmer, but much more danger- 
ous,” she liked to say. “If you 
provoke me, you better have a 
good medical plan.” 
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BACK TO THE RING 


Rude was in a quandary. He 
didn’t want to hurt Miceli, but he 
certainly wasn’t enjoying these 
kicks to the face. On the other 
side of the ring, Windham had 
recovered enough to enjoy his 
opponent’s predicament. 
“Nothing Rude could have done 
would have been _ right,” 
Windham admitted afterward. 
“He did the best thing he could 
under the circumstances.” 

What he did was this: Rude 
sidestepped Miceli’s next kick 
and grabbed her into the air. 
Miceli easily slipped from his 
arms and kicked him again in 
the head. Rude was aware of 
Miceli’s martial arts acumen, of 
her sixth degree black belt, but 
he was the World champion and 
wasn’t about to be embar- 
rassed. He grabbed Miceli into a 
backbreaker, holding her ‘high 
above his head like a misbehav- 
ing child. “Are you going to stop 
this nonsense?” he asked. 
Miceli told him to drop dead. 
Rude asked her again, with as 
much politeness as he could 
muster. Frustrated, Miceli tried 
to slither from his grasp. Rude 
struggled to hald her, but she 
managed to shift her weight for- 
ward. Rude let her go and she 
slammed against the metal turn- 
buckle. She fell to the mat, 
bleeding and unconscious. 


THE HOSPITAL 


Rude felt terrible about what 
happened and visited Miceli 
every day while she recovered 
from a fractured skull. At first 
she wouldn’t permit him into her 
room, but after the sixth day, 
she relented. He brought her 
chicken soup and candy bars 
and other goodies. They spoke 
about horses (they both rode), 
great restaurants in London 
(their favorite city), and their 
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Rude never Intended to injure Madusa, but fearing more kicks like those delivered to 
Rick Steamboat (above) and Paul E. Dangerously (below), he reacted instinctively. 
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It Is one thing for Rude to punis' 


h an opponent like Masa Chono, but when 


he lost his 


temper with Madusa, he fractured her skull. The Injury was, however, the catalyst for 
a whiriwind romance between the two wrestling superstars. 


shared commitment to the ring. 

When Miceli was finally 
released after three weeks, it 
was Rude who drove her home. 
There filling her home were 400 
pink roses (her favorite), a gift 
from Rick Rude. 


RUDE AWAKENING 


On a typical day, Rude 
received and returned a dozen 
phone calls from available 
women. Why was today different 
from every other day? His 
answering machine certainly 
worked, Several messages were 
left inviting him out for the 
evening. By the time he got to 
the sixth one, he shouted 
“Leave me alone!”, pulled the 
machine from the wall, and 
hurled it across the room. He 
couldn’t recall ever being this 
happy, confused, sad, frustrat- 
ed, frightened, verified, and 
blissful before in his life. He 
must be...in love. 


INSIDE MADUSA'S HEAD 


“He stands for everything | 
hate and despise in men, but | 
can’t get my mind off him,” 
Madusa complained to her 
mother. “I hate not being in con- 
trol.” 

Mother wisely remained 
silent, knowing from experience, 
for better or worse, whatever 
was going to happen was going 
to happen. 


THE AFFAIR 


The Rude-Miceli romance 
dominated the newspapers, 
tabloids, and magazines. News 
shows tracked their movements 
as if they were endangered 
species. Wrestling had never 
enjoyed such a high-profile cou- 
ple and was reveling in the pub- 
licity. They were seen every- 
where together: casinos in 
Monte Carlo, beaches in Hawaii, 
Los Angeles film premieres, and 


the theater in London, where 
they bought a home. They pre- 
sented an award at the 
Grammys and were set to star in 
a motion picture about their 
lives. It was the most publicized 
coupling of the decade, and 
despite their differences, they 
had convinced everyone that 
theirs was the real deal. 

Love had made them both 
unconquerable in the ring. Rude 
took to ending his matches in 
under five minutes, while Miceli 
resumed her kick-boxing career, 
since there wasn’t a female 
wrestler alive that could offer her 
any competition. 

Then the bough broke, the 
cradle fell, and down came 
baby, cradle and all. 


| THE FIGHT 


Rude’s lifestyle took a 180- 
degree turn, and for the first six 
months he never even noticed 
other women. Whenever a con- 
descending remark toward the 
fairer sex slipped out of his 
mouth, he was treated to a 
tongue-lashing of such severe 
magnitude that he learned to 
remain silent. As the saying 
goes, however, it’s hard for a 
zebra to change his stripes. 

Rude was waiting for Miceli at 
a popular Atlanta bar. She was 
15 minutes late and he was tired 
of signing autographs and fend- 
ing off propositions. Things sure 
have changed, he thought to 
himself, but the thought did not 
depress him until he walked into 
an entourage of former Rude 
groupies. 

Rude, ever the gentlemen, 
bought them drinks and ended 
up in the following conversation 
with one of them. 

SHE: You've got that ball and 
chain wrapped ‘round you pretty 
tight, Ricky. 

HE: Well, life moves on, 
y'know how it is. 
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Rude’s womanizing would eam him another date with Madusa Inside the ring, where 
she would get another chance to experience the pain that Cactus Jack has suffered 
on many occasions. 
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SHE: | bet there’s still some 
life left in you that you don’t 
know about. 

HE: (playfully) You think so? 

SHE: | hope so. 

HE: Well, Madusa and | have 
an understanding. She lets me 
do my thing when | want to. If | 
want to do something, | sure 
don’t need her permission. 

There are three things about 
Rude’s last statement: 1. It 
wasn’t true, 2. He was flirting 
and didn’t even mean it, 3. 
Madusa overheard him. 


HELL BREAKS LOOSE 


Madusa started screaming. 
Rude, embarrassed, tried calm- 
ing her down. The women start- 
ed laughing. Madusa silenced 
two of them with karate chops. 
Rude grabbed her and ordered 
her to calm down. She kicked 
him in the groin and punched 
him in the face. He fell and 
broke his arm. She left. 


THE INTERVIEW 


Rude tried to set the record 
straight on his weekly TV show. 
“Whoever said love hurts wasn’t 
kidding,” he joked. “We all know 
Madusa gets a little carried 
away. I’m sure once she thinks 
about it she’ll come home and 
apologize...” 

“She'll what?” Miceli 
screamed, pouncing onto the 
set. “Apologize for what? For 
you being a jerk? | shouldn't 
have stopped with your arm. | 
should have broken your head, 
too!” 

Rick Rude had had enough. 

“If you want it so bad, baby, 
then let’s go,” he screamed. 
“You need to learn some obedi- 
ence. I'll take you with my bro- 
ken arm tied behind my back.” 

“You got it!” Madusa cried, 
and stormed away. 

(continued on page 58) 


The best in wrestling videos are now available at discount prices. 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 
_ WRESTLING FUNNIES _ 


SEND TO: 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 956 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


YES, | would like to order the video(s) | have indicated at right. | have enclosed 
a check or money order made payable to London Publishing Co. or provided 
my credit card information to charge my purchase ($20 minimum). 


Name 
Address Apt.# 
City State Zip 


O Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


0) VISA # 
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Allow 3-4 weeks for ih 
All videos are VHS and NTSC system 


Does your video collection include 


these non-stop, action-packed hard- 


hitting tapes? 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD: Volume 1 

Only THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD gives you classic matches 

with all the top superstars of the 

sport. Matches include: 

Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant 
(arm-wrestling) 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Rick Rude vs. Tommy Rich 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Bobby Heenan vs. Bob Ellis 

Wrestling Bear (B&W footage) 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 2 

After watching this video you can 
Say you've seen it all. (A shark cage 
match?!) Check out the matches 


you get: 
Randy Savage vs. Rick Rude 
Andre the Giant vs. The Sheik 
Pampero Firpo vs. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody & Scott Casey vs. 
Kelly Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Randy Savage & Jerry Lawler vs. 
Rick Rude & King Kong Bundy 
(Shark Cage Match): 
Jay Strongbow vs. Don Kent 
Savage vs. Austin Idol 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 3 

If you like your wrestling down and 
dirty, you won't want to miss this 
video gem, which includes a classic 
mud match, Hulk Hogan, and much 


more. Here's the lineup: 

(Mud Match) The Sheik vs. Tiger 
Jeet Singh 

Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 

Hulk Hogan vs. The Outlaw 

Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey & Magnum T.A. 

Terry Taylor vs, Sabu 

Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rogers, 
& Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates & 
The Grapplers 


APPROX. 43 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 4 
Selected from over 600 hours of the 
best action highlights and complete 
matches from the early-1970s and 
early-1980s, this video has it all: 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Magnum T.A. 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 
Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 
(with interference by Rick Rude 
and Jimmy Hart) 
APPROX. 44 MINUTES—$19.95 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 

Get ready to shake your head in 
amazement as these guys show just 
how wild and funny pro wrestling 
can be! If you want a good laugh, be 
sure to add WRESTLING FUNNIES 
to your collection. 


APPROX. 30 MINUTES—$12.95 


SPECIAL OFFER 
ORDER ALL 5 VIDEOS TODAY AND SAVE $20 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #1 
BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #2 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #3 


BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #4 m=, 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 
ALL 5 VIDEOS 


Add $3 per video for shipping and handling 
Pennsylvania State residents, please add 6% sales tax 
For orders outside the U.S., add $5 for each video ordered 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


delivery. international 


the defect. 
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orders in U.S. funds only. 

only. PAL systems are not compatible. All 
tapes carry a 100% money back guarantee against defects only. If a tape is defective, please re- 
turn it with a note specifying 
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CAREER 


Giant Gonzales was Harvey Wippleman’s 
pride and joy until Mr. Hughes came along. It’s 
an old story. Wippleman refuses to 

concentrate on managing one wrestler, and 


in the end everyone suffers 


T TOOK A while for Giant 
Gonzales to realize he made a 
big mistake. Everyone else 
could've told him the same thing 
at the WWF's Royal Rumble. 
When the former El Gigante 
made an unscheduled appear- 
ance at the Rumble, many peo- 
ple in the crowd gasped in hor- 
ror. The wrestlers in the ring 
couldn't believe what they were 
seeing. But those who followed 
Gigante’s career from his days 
as a star for the Argentinean 
national basketball team could 
hardly control their laughter. 
“That muscle and hair suit 
Gonzales wore was absolutely 
ludicrous,” said WWF expert 
Thomas Pilliard. “| almost 
choked on my soda, | was 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


laughing so hard. But, you know, 
the first thing that came to my 
mind was, This is the work of 
Harvey Wippleman. It had his 
trademark." 

lf the trademark of Harvey 
Wippleman is making talented 
wrestlers look ridiculous and 
turning promising wrestlers into 
has-beens, then Gonzales fits 
the bill. 

At first, Gonzales was sup- 
posed to be Wippleman’s mon- 
ster, the man who would finally 
win him the WWF World title. In 
merely a matter of months, 
Gonzales went from the number 
one and only in Wippleman’s 
stable to number two and fading 
fast. Mr. Hughes has taken over 
the top spot and Gonzales is 


TROUBLE LV THE WPPLEMAN CAMP: a 


FOW MR. HUGHES 
IS DESTROYING 
GIANT GONZALES 


a 


desperately trying to figure out 
what is happening to his career. 
“Wippleman can’t have too 
much of a good thing, and when 
he does that he makes it bad,” a 
WWF rulebreaker _ said. 
“Managers either manage their 
wrestlers or form alliances. If 
they form alliances, the good of 
the team and the good of the 
manager becomes the most 
important thing, and the individ- 
uals suffer. Gonzales now 
knows what happened to him 
and he isn't too happy.” 
Gonzales was supposed to be 
Wippleman’s pride and joy, his 
managerial project of the year. 
This raw, 7'7” giant was going to 
be transformed into a slick, 
skilled WWF superstar, and 


Mr. Hughes (left) and Giant Gonzales have 
both demonstrated the ability to maul their 
weaker WWF opponents. It’s becoming clear, 
however, that manager Harvey Wippleman 
stands between them and true greatness. 


Wippleman planned on doing it 
with a master plan. 

Gonzales quickly broke into 
the WWF Top 10. His feud with 
The Undertaker was an atten- 
tion grabber. But then, 
Wippleman got distracted by a 
WWF newcomer named Mr. 
Hughes. 

Let’s put the situation in per- 
spective by examining all three 
men involved in this damaging 
triangle (Hughes, too, will one 
day be forgotten by Wippleman). 

We'll start with Gonzales. 
Known as El Gigante in WCW, 
Gonzales was a budding super- 
star who quickly learned his 
craft. Clumsy and inexperienced 
when he first arrived in the fed- 
eration, Gigante studied hard, 
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spent long hours in the gym, 
and turned himself into a World 
title contender. 

Unfortunately, Gigante wasn't 
ready for the big-time titles and 
soon got frustrated. He looked 
for a new place to start over, 
and decided upon the WWF and 
Wippleman. 

It seemed like a good move at 
first. Compare Gonzales to a 
fourth-round draft choice in the 
NFL draft. He is a project who 
needs work, patience, and time 
in order to fulfill his tremendous 
potential. It's there. It just needs 
to be brought out. 

Now let’s examine 
Wippleman. Boy, has he had an 
unusual career! Formerly known 
as Downtown Bruno, 
Wippleman began his career in 
1987 and managed Lord 
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Mr. Hughes has crushed Tito Santana 
(above left and right) In several matches, 
and Gonzales has held his own with The 
Undertaker (above right), but both men 
still need guidance. 


Humongous to the CWF 
Southern title. It was an impres- 
sive alliance. Humongous, who 
would later be known as Sid 
Vicious and then Sid Justice, 
was one of the top rising stars in 
the sport. Wippleman looked like 
a manager with great potential. 

The Wippleman-Sid relation- 
ship has been on-again, off- 
again ever since. On January 
27, 1992, in the WWF, Sid 
turned against Hulk Hogan and 
named Wippleman as his man- 
ager. Wippleman had been 
managing Big Bully Busick and 
The Warlord, but changed his 
interests when Sid became 
available. 


Wippleman’s Interference destroyed former protege Sid Vicious’ chance to upend Hulk 
Hogan at WrestleMania Vill (above). With Hughes in Wippleman’s camp, Gonzales Is 
likely to be vulnerable to attacks from wrestlers like The Undertaker (below). 


“He dropped Busick like a hot 
potato,” Pilliard said. “Busick 
had some potential, although he 
was losing most of his matches, 
but Wippleman wanted nothing 
to do with him. He only thought 
about Sid, and it didn’t take long 
for Busick’s career to suffer.” 

Wippleman didn’t do much for 
Sid. At WrestleMania VIII, Justice 
lost to Hogan by disqualification 
when Wippleman interfered. 

“| was one of the people who 
thought Sid and Harvey would 
do well together, but | guess it 
just didn’t work out,” said Robert 
Fuller, who once worked with 
Justice and Wippleman in the 
Stud Stable. “The problem is 
that Harvey’s never had much in 
the way of patience. Neither has 
Sid, but Wippleman keeps jump- 
ing from wrestler-to-wrestler and 
from federation-to-federation.” 

The Wippleman-Gonzales 
team might have worked if not 
for Wippleman’s roving eyes. 
Although Wippleman hasn’t 
proven his ability to manage two 
men at the same time, he also 
refuses to keep his mind on one 
man. Enter Mr. Hughes, the 
.brawny former bodyguard who 
is quickly and efficiently discard- 
ing his WWF competition. 

Wippleman is fascinated by 
Mr. Hughes, much like a baby is 
fascinated by a new toy. While 
Gonzales suffers from lack of 
attention, Mr. Hughes is being 
treated as if he’s the hottest 
property in wrestling history. 

Gonzales has reached the 
point where he can make an 
easy choice. He must get rid of 
Wippleman and find a new man- 
ager. Gonzales isn’t ready to go 
out on his own; he still needs to 
be nurtured. But Wippleman is 
doing nothing but taking a per- 
centage of his salary. 

It's time for Gonzales to cut 
his losses. He can’t make up for 
lost time, but he still has plenty 
of time remaining. 
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If you can answer the 
eres questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


Which young WCW star is known as 
“The Natural’? 

1) Steve Austin 

2) Scotty the Body 

3) Dustin Rhodes 

4) Robert Redford 


Who portrayed Thunderlips in the 
film Rocky III? 

1) Hulk Hogan 

2) Lou Albano 

3) Jesse Ventura 

4) Rick Martel 


Which of the following wrestlers is 
“Ravishing’”? 

1) Ron Ritchie 

2) Dusty Rhodes 

3) Rick Steamboat 

4) Rick Rude 


True or False: Jesse Ventura was a 
member of the elite Navy Seals? 

1) True 

2) False 


How did you do? 


If you're up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 


want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
to work, call now and go for the $500. Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


CALL NOW 


1-900-288-7526 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


Far This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations : - 

Call as often as you like, The contest begins May 1, 1993, and continues through December 31, 1993. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each call is $1.49 per minute. 
This contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, 
GA and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second chance drawing, The odds of winning are dependent upon the number of entries. Complete rules and mail- 
in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333. To win, answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly. The cover 
price value of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly is $101.40. 


STAT-O-CHART SPECIAL 


AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF 
THE SPORT'S TOP 20 STARS! 


ERE IT IS: The fourth edition of the most comprehensive 

and respected analysis of the top 20 stars in the sport 
today. The previous three editions, in 1986, 1989, and 1991, have 
since been widely digested, quoted, and debated. Now it’s time 
for an update! 

Wrestling Superstars “Stat-O-Chart” ratings are exclusive, in- 
sightful, and a great way of analyzing the assets of every wrestler 
in the sport. 

The ‘Stat-O-Chart” rankings should not be compared to the 
top 10 rankings on our ratings page. Those ratings take into 
account won-lost records, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill over the course of a one-month period; the “Stat-O-Chart” 
rankings are based on 10 specific qualities that make up what 
we feel is a complete wrestler. In reality, a wrestler is made up 
of far more than 10 qualities, but these are the 10 we feel are the 
most important. 

Some readers might want to compare the “Stat-O-Chart” 
rankings to the “PWI 500,” which appeared in the December 
1992 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Go right ahead, just don't 
draw any conclusions. The “PWI 500" was a purely subjective 
analysis; the ‘‘Stat-O-Chart” rankings are based on objective cat- 
egories and specific analyses. 

For each category, each wrestler was assigned a score from 
one (the lowest possible score) to 10 (a perfect score). The 
editorial board of Wrestling Superstars sat down and debated 
each point value assigned to each wrestler in each category. 


HART, Bret 
HENNIG, Curt 
RUDE, Rick 

STING 

FLAIR, Ric 
WINDHAM, Barry 
STEAMBOAT, Rick 
MICHAELS, Shawn 
LUGER, Lex 
EATON, Bobby 
VADER, Big Van 
LIGER, Jushin 
SMITH, Davey Boy 
MUTA, The Great 
UNDERTAKER, The 
LAWLER, Jerry 
RHODES, Dustin 
TATANKA 
YOKOZUNA 
ANTHONY, Tony 


This long and often tedious exercise was camed out over a 
month-long series of late-night meetings. 

Certain categories, such as Offense, Defense, Experience, 
Speed, and Power are self-explanatory. A few others, though, 
require further explanation: 

Conditioning reflects a wrestlers physical shape. 

Stamina refers to the wrestler’s ability to wrestle for a long 
period of time without losing a substantial amount of strength. 

Science refers to the execution of basic moves, creativity, and 
the ability to countermove. 

Ability to Absorb Punishment reflects a wrestler's ability to 
aes an onslaught, overcome adversity, and go on to win a 
match. 

Finally, Quality of Opposition judges whether a wrestler has 
tested himself against the finest athletes in the sport, not just his 
federation. If a wrestler has branched out and tested himself 
against champions and top contenders in federations around the 
world, he'll score very high in this category. 

Times change—and wrestlers do, too. In 1986, Bruiser Brody was 
the surprising winner. In 1989, Ric Flair was ranked first. Curt Hennig 
came home with the prize in 199], as perfect a wrestler as our “Stat- 
O-Chart” rankings showed at the time. This year, Bret Hart’s excel- 
lence of execution makes him the top man. 

The “Stat-O-Chart” isn’t the last word on wrestling. It’s merely 
a etd point for hours of fascinating debate and discussion. 

njoy! 


ABILITY TO ABSORB 
PUNISHMENT 


QUALITY OF 
OPPOSITION 
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BRET Bee 

The reigning WWF World cham- 
pion now has a bit more proof that 
he is the finest all-around wrestler 
in the world .. . Didn't even crack 
the Top 20 in our 1991] “Stat-O- 
Chart” ... Won the title from Ric 
Flair on October 12, 1992, in Sas- 
katoon, Saskatchewan, and imme- 
diately undertook a rugged, tire- 
less schedule of title defenses ... 
Although other wrestlers scored 
more perfect 10s than Hart's two, his across-the-board 
scores were consistently high ... Outstanding technical 
wrestler, thus accounting for his high marks in science 
(10.0) and offense (9.5) ... Owns a fine array of suplexes 
and submission holds ... Avoiding Hart’s sharpshooter 
leglock is often the focus of his opponent's defense ... 
Has proven his stamina (10.0) in matches and with his 
day-to-day staying power as champion ... Lacks signifi- 
cant overall power (8.5), yet is remarkably strong for his 
size ... Several injuries during his career accounted for 
relatively low score on ability to absorb punishment (9.0). 


SCORE: 94.0 
RANKING Ist 


panda ee 

- A severe back injury took the self- 
ihe proclaimed “Mr. Perfect” out of 
the wrestling ring for more than a 
year, but he’s back—and nearly as 
good as ever ... Dropped one 
ranking spot and one ratings point 
from our 1991 analysis .. . The for- 
mer AWA World and WWF Inter- 
continental champion resumed his 
nise to the top with a heated feud 
against Lex Luger, helping him 
eam 9.5 important quality of opposition points despite his 
absence ... A technical wrestler with no peers, Hennig 
earned his ‘only perfect score (10.0) in science ... Al- 
though his score for defense was comparatively low (8.5), 
Hennig has forced himself to improve in this category (he 
scored 8.0 in 1991) in order to prevent a recurrence of his 
back injury ... That injury, though, cost him a half-point 
in conditioning (9.0) ... Hennig has gained upper-body 
strength since leaving the AWA five years ago, but his 
8.0 score on power reflects his reluctance to rely on 
brawling ... Must once again be considered a top con- 
tender for any title he sets his sights on. The only ques- 
tion is whether he'll remain active on a full-time basis. 


SCORE: 92.0 
RANKING: 2nd 


Curt Hennig levels Lex Luger 


RICK RUDE 
1 We almost hate to fuel his already 
oversized ego with such a high 
ranking, but there’s no doubt that 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude is among 
the great wrestlers in the world 
today ... If not for the hemiated 
disk injury that cost him the 
WCW US. title and forced him 
out of action for nearly three 
months, Rude would have scored 
se higher in ability to absorb punish- 
ment (8. 5) and coritttioning (9.5)... A streamlined physi- 
cal specimen with a near-perfect body for wrestling, 
Rude is lithe and mobile . . . The former Intercontinental, 
US., NWA World tag, and World Class heavyweight 
champ is on the rise again ... His “Rude awakening” 
neckbreaker is one of the most feared finishing moves in 
the sport ... Received perfect scores in experience and 
quality of opposition because of the number of federa- 
tions he has competed in and the wide range of wres- 
tlers he has faced ... Score in science (8.5) reflects his 
refusal to go by the book; Rude has created his own 
version of scientific wrestling ... Scores in power (8.5) 
and speed (8.5) reflect shortcomings he acknowledges 
(although never publicly): Rude never tries to overpower 
an opponent, and his movement around the nng has 
been limited by the neck injury. 


SCORE: 91.5 
RANKING: 3rd (tie) 


STING 


] The millions of fans who adore the 
| three-time former WCW World 
| champion might say the “Stinger” 
| is the greatest wrestler in the 
world ... We say he’s close, but 
| the numerous injures he has suf 
fered over the past few years 
made him slightly less effective 
... Was ranked number one in 
the “PVWI500,” which appeared in 
the December 1992 issue of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated . . . That illustrates the difference be- 
tween the objectivity of those rankings and the specific 
subjectivity of these ... Outstanding offense (10.0) with a 
“Stinger splash’’/scorpion leglock finishing combo that is 
absolutely devastating ... Has faced the top wrestlers in 
the world, both as champion and challenger, and re- 
ceived a “no-brainer” 10.0 on quality of opposition ... 
Injuries cost him at least a halfpoint each on conditioning 
(9.0), stamina (9.5), and ability to absorb punishment (8.5) 

. Simply put, Sting takes too much punishment ... 
High score for stamina (9.5) reflects his willingness to 
pace a match and force it into the 20-minute range ... If 
Sting can stay healthy and keep out of trouble, he re- 
mains the wrestler to beat in WCW. 


SCORE: 91.5 
RANKING: 3rd (tie) 


Sting applies the “scorpion deathlock” on Ric Flair 


29 


RIC FLAIR 
The seven-time former 
NWA/WCW and two-time former 
WWF World champion won our 
1989 survey, finished second in 
1991, and continued his slow but 
steady drop with a third-place tie 
this year ... That remains quite 
impressive, though, considering 
the “Nature Boy” has maintained 
his high standing for three de- 
os cades ... A master of the figure- 
four leglock and a scientific genius, Flair is one of only 
two wrestlers in our survey (Big Van Vader, tied for 11th, 
is the other) to receive four perfect 10.0 scores: experi- 
ence, science, stamina, and quality of opposition .. . Is 
there any doubting his scores in any of these categories? 
. . Flair has wrestled every great from the U.S. to Canada 
to Japan ... Has probably wrestled more matches than 
any man alive, and invented more scientific moves than 
most men know ... Has proven his stamina repeatedly in 
60- and 90-minute marathons ... But with age comes 
wear, and Flair has slipped in his conditioning (8.0), pow- 
er (8.0), speed (8.0), and ability to absorb punishment 
(9.5, down from 10.0 in our last survey) ... Nonetheless, 
Flair has learned to compensate, and picked up a half- 
point on defense, improving from 8.0 to 8.5. . . Now that’s 
smart! 


SCORE: 91.5 
RANKING: 3rd (tie) Ric Flair suplexes Sting 


BARRY WINDHAM 

Windham’s upward movement 
from eighth in the August 1991 
rankings to sixth in this analysis is 
partly due to the breakup of the 
now-defunct Four Horsemen ... 
In fact, we’re willing to bet that if 
the Horsemen reunite, Windham’s 
wrestling will suffer... The NWA 
champion and former U.S., WCW 
World tag, and WWF World tag 
team champion received his only 
perfect score in experience ... Also scored high in sci- 
ence (9.5), although Windham often tries to brawl his way 
out of trouble and too often resorts to milebreaking ... 
Received amazingly consistent and high across-the-board 
scores ... Received 9.0 scores in offense, defense, con- 
ditioning, stamina, power, ability to absorb punishment, 
and quality of opposition ... About that conditioning 
score: Windham isn’t by any means a muscleman, but he 
possesses the perfect wrestling body: sturdy but not cut, 
tall but not huge ... Is capable of thinking his way 
through a match and can win with either offense or 
defense. . .Possesses an outstanding superplex and claw- 
hold ... One wonders how his present moodiness will 
affect his in-ring style over the long haul, though initially it 
seems to have made him more intense and determined. 


SCORE: 91.0 
RANKING: 6th Barry Windham drops in on Ron Simmons 
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RICK STEAMBOAT 

Injunes and occasional rng 
sabbaticals cost “The Dragon” 
points in several categories, but 
he remains among the elite of the 
sport ... A bniliant nng tactician 
with superb aerial and martial arts 
skills, Steamboat is a former 
WCW World, WCW TV, and U.S. 
champion—and has held the 
NWA/WCW World tag team title 


seven times! ... The highest- 
saped wrestler in this survey to not score a perfect 10 in 
any category ... Came close to winning the US. title 


again in January, when he lost a tournament final by 
countout to Dustin Rhodes ... Steamboat occasionally 
displays a lack of killer instinct, and has lost to several 
inferior wrestlers, most notably The Honky Tonk Man for 
the WWF Intercontinental tite ... A better tag team 
wrestler than a singles competitor, if belts are any judge 
of talent ... Eared 9.5 scores for offense, experience, 
conditioning, science, and stamina ... Keeps his body 
In fine shape and remains mentally and physically sharp 
by taking occasional respites from the ring ... The inju- 
ries, however, accounted for his low score in ability to 
absorb punishment (8.0) and the absences dealt a blow 
to his quality of opposition score (8.5) ... Steamboat is 
slipping, but still has room to drop in the “‘Stat-O-Chart’”’! 


SCORE: 90.5 
RANKING: 7th (tie) 


SHAWN MICHAELS 
The last time we did this survey, 
Fas Michaels was competing exclu- 
sively in tag teams ... Michaels 
and former partner Marty Jannet- 
ty—The Rockers—were ranked 
sixth in our December 1991 tag 
team ‘‘Stat-O-Chart” ... All things 
considered, the “Boy Toy” has 
made a remarkably fast rise 
through the ranks to his current 
standing as WWF Intercontinental 
champion ... High scores for speed (10.0), science (9.5), 
offense (9.5), and conditioning (.5) place Michaels 
among the new breed of nilebreakers: men who know 
how to wrestle and also know how to twist the miles to 
their liking ... Low score on defense (8.5) reflects his 
recklessness, which is both a product of his aerial skills 
and his enormous ego . .. Actually, a series of right knee 
injunes have made Michaels a less-effective aerial wres- 
tler than he once was ... Scored surprisingly low on 
quality of opposition (9.0) for two reasons: The top WWF 
stars have concentrated on the World title, and Michaels 
is embroiled in a feud with the up-and-coming Tatanka 
. Although Michaels has the belt, he needs to chal- 
lenge the top wrestlers if he wants the respect he thinks 
he deserves. 


SCORE: 90.5 i me 
RANKING: 7th (tie) Shawn Michaels zeros in on Tatanka 
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LEX LUGER 
The former WCW World champi- 
on confused everyone when he 
left the sport for nearly a year and 
joined the ill-fated World Body- 
building Federation ... That poor 
decision, one of many which have 
robbed Luger of time, money, and 
respect, also cost him a drop from 
third in our 1991 survey to ninth 
this time around .. . Attempting to 
regain respectability and a high 
ranking in his feud with Curt Hennig ... Has built his 
career and reputation on power (10.0) and seems to get 
stronger by the day .. . An absolute gym rat, Luger lost a 
half-point on conditioning (9.5) because of a motorcycle 
injury which prevented him from competing in the WBF 
.. Despite the injury, which affects his right arm move- 
ment, possesses one of the finest-proportioned physiques 
ever unveiled . . . Relies entirely on power and is such an 
egotist that he rarely concerns himself with defense (8.5) 
. Scored lowest on stamina (8.0). His lack of staying 
power has cost him world titles .. . Experience (9.5) and 
quality of opposition (9.0) scores are sure to rise once 
Luger gets back in the swing ... The “Narcissist” must 
be considered a top contender for the WWF World title, 
especially with manager Bobby Heenan on his side. 


SCORE: 90.0 
RANKING: 9th 


BOBBY EATON 
Former tag team star with Jim 
Comette’s Midnight Express was 
also a member of The Heavenly 
Bodies, managed by Comette 
. Recently finished a stint as 
Smoky Mountain TV champion ... 
Considered by many wrestlers to 
be the most dangerous man in 
wrestling because he is so talent- 
ed and so unpredictable ... Al- 
though best known for his tag 
team exploits, Eaton is a proven singles competitor who 
has won titles in two federations ... Eaton has used his 
time in the sport very well, and seems to gain knowledge 
from every match, thus accounting for his perfect score 
on experience ... Other than the perfect score, Eaton’s 
numbers were commendably consistent, ranging from 
lows of 8.5 (conditioning, science, and quality of opposi- 
tion) to highs of 9.0 (offense, defense, stamina, power, 
speed, and ability to absorb punishment) . . . Lost points 
on quality of opposition because of his stint in SMW... 
Eaton’s year-to-year consistency is evident by his year-to- 
year scores in this survey ... In 1991, Eaton picked up 
89.5 points and was ranked llth ... Look at him now: 


SCORE: 89.5 
RANKING: 10th 


Bobby Eaton uses the ropes against Dustin Rhodes 
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BIG VAN VADER 

The threetime WCW World 
champion was the success story 
of 1992 and is quickly becoming 
the story of 1993 ... After years of 
prosperity in Europe and Japan, 
the Colorado-born big man has 
carried his success over to North 
American turf ... Why is the 
WCW World champion ranked so 
low? ... The answer gets to the 
heart of this survey: A man like 
Bret Hart is equal to the sum of his parts; a man like 
Vader is far greater than the sum of his parts ... For 
instance: If we could’ve, we would’ve ranked Vader 
higher than 10.0 on power ... But what’s better than 
perfect? What's more powerful than the most powerful? 
... Vader also forced the pedal to the metal on ability to 
absorb punishment (10.0) and quality of opposition (10.0) 
... Vader’s most remarkable asset is his surprisingly var- 
ied offense (10.0) .. . Sure, Vader is powerful, but he also 
displays surprisingly good agility for a man standing 6’5” 
and weighing 445 pounds ... Naturally, Vader lost 
ground on conditioning, science, and speed (all 7.5), al- 
though he’s a bit faster than you’d expect... And it’s too 
bad we couldn't take points off for managerial interfer- 
ence ... Let's face it: Harley Race helps Vader far too 
often. 


SCORE: 89.0 
RANKING: ] lth (tie) Big Van Vader clamps Ron Simmons’ chin 


JUSHIN LIGER 
This Japanese superstar is the 
standard by which all other aenal 
wrestlers must be judged ... An 
absolute legend in Japan, where 
he currently holds the Internation- 
al Wrestling Grand Prix junior 
heavyweight title ... At 57” and 
4 216 pounds, Liger is among the 
ee mae shortest and lightest full-time com- 
i. »~) P.  petitors in the sport, but his 
SSA A record proves that size isn’t every- 
thing in wrestling ... The most influential light heavy- 
weight of his time—and possibly of all-time ... Imitated 
but never duplicated, Liger would have done much bet- 
ter in this analysis if there were categories for what he 
does best ... For example, there’s no category for aerial 
ability, in which Liger would easily have received a 10.0 
... Received 9.5 scores in offense, experience, science, 
stamina, and speed ... The offense score would have 
been perfect if he had any true power (7.0) ... Thrills 
fans and confounds opponents with maneuvers like over- 
the-top-rope dives and “Frankensteiners” from the top 
rope ... Liger makes good use of his size, but is still 
easy prey for larger wrestlers with adequate movement 
... Liger must improve his ability to absorb punishment 
(7.5) if he has any long-term world title hopes .. . Hats off 
to this little master! 


SCORE: 89.0 rm" ee 


Ly Jushin Li ser. spl 
RANKING: 1 lth (tie) ushin Liger spins Tiger Mask to the mat 
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DAVEY BOY SMITH 
= = Wonderfully skilled British star 
completed a successful transition 
from tag team champion to top 
singles competitor by holding the 
WWF Intercontinental title for two 
months last year ... Jumped to 
WCW in mid-February and quick- 
ly rose through the rankings ... 
Picked up only one 9.5 (for sci- 
ence), but amazingly had no 
scores below 8.5 ... Owns a great 
powerslam and has a surprising ability to outmuscle larg- 
er opponents . . . Battled The Warlord in an arm-wrestling 
contest ... Pndes himself on having no particular 
strengths—or weaknesses—for opponents to concentrate 
. His varied repertoire makes him the prototypical 
WCW wrestler ... Although he is strong and well-built, 
Smith prides himself on his stamina (9.0) and science (9.5) 
. Smith can walk into the ring and wrestle any kind of 
opponent: big or small, strong or crafty, talented or rug- 
ged ... Injuries accounted for his relatively low score on 
ability to absorb punishment (8.5)... Occasional inactivi- 
ty cost him some ground on quality of opposition (9.0). 


SCORE: 88.5 
RANKING: 13th (tie) 


THE GREAT MUTA 

Liger 11th, The Creat Muta 13th. It 
wasn’t planned this way, but that 
ranking seems about night .. 
Muta has done a great job emulat- 
ing Liger’s high-risk aerial style, 
and actually was the first to dis- 
play it in the United States ... 
Many people thought Liger was 
imitating Muta when he first came 
to the U.S! ... An aerial specialist 
who performs feats beyond de- 
scription; we won't even try! ... His moonsault press 
alone earned him the perfect 10.0 score for offense . 
Like Liger, scored low on power (7.0) because, relatively 
speaking, he doesn’t have much ... Muta’s time in the 
gym is spent working on the mats and the balance 
beams .. . Beat Masa Cono for the NWA title, but lost the 
belt to Barry Windham at SuperBrawl III ... Was one of 
two wrestlers in the bottom 10 to receive three perfect 
scores (offense, science, and speed; Yokozuna was the 
other) ... Often seems to lack the stamina (8.5) typically 
associated with aerial stars; look at the closing minutes of 
his SuperBrawl II] match and see how winded he 
appears. 


SCORE: 88.5 
RANKING: 13th (tie) 


The Great Muta gravitates toward Sting 
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THE UNDERTAKER 
Ability to lock opponents in a cof- 
fin: 10.0 ... Ability to prepare an 
opponent for burial: 10.0 ... In- 
timidating appearance: 10.0 ... 
Obnoxious manager: 10.0 ... Un- 
fortunately for The Undertaker, 
none of these categories can be 
found in our ‘“‘Stat-O-Chart” ... 
Nonetheless, Undertaker scored 
high enough in ability to absorb 
punishment (10.0) and condition- 
ing (9.5) to make up for his low scores in science (7.5) 
and stamina (7.5)... The former WWF World champion 
bases his game entirely on overpowering smaller oppo- 
nents, absorbing enormous amounts of punishment, and 
simply intimidating the daylights out of anyone who 
crosses his path .. . Face it: Most people are afraid of the 
great beyond ... Undertaker lives there ... Seemingly 
impervious to pain and never takes a step backward ... 
Offense (9.0) is based on moving forward with fists 
clenched ... Defense (9.0) is based on grinning and 
bearing it ... Has yet to be tested in a marathon match, 
but his pale pallor and lumbering movement suggest 
Undertaker wouldn't succeed in matches lasting over 20 
minutes. 


SCORE: 83.0 
RANKING: 15th 


JERRY LAWLER 


Like the Energizer Bunny, the leg- 
endary “King” keeps going and 
going and going ... Somehow, 
though, he keeps going strong... 
Has held the USWA heavyweight 
title on countless occasions and is 
a former AWA World champion 

¢ ... Despite restricting himself for 
Sema most of his career to a rather small 
a4 area, Lawler has wrestled virtually 
every top name in the sport, in- 
cluding Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, and Randy Savage ... 
Notches in at 16th, one spot below his ‘‘Stat-O-Chart” 
placement in 1991, and tied his overall score from two 
years ago ... Gained a half-point in quality of opposition 
(9.5), as Lawler continues to take on top stars from the 
WWF in rare interfederation battles ... Also gained 
ground on offense (8.5 to 9.0); while wrestling stars from 
other federations, Lawler has actually learned their of- ~ 
fenses ... Received his only perfect 10.0 in experience; if 
Lawler can’t get a 10 in this category, nobody can... 
Lawler continues to succeed despite a lack of power 
(8.0), conditioning (8.0), and speed (8.0). 


SCORE: 87.0 
RANKING: 16th (tie) 
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DUSTIN RHODES 
We're sure to hear from our fans 
about this one ... Actually, we 
also were surprised by Rhodes’ 
total score, and added it up sever- 
al times just to make sure it was 
correct ... It was ... The WCW 
U.S. champion scored respectably 
in every category, but failed to 
notch a perfect 10 ... Like his fa- 
ther, the legendary Dusty Rhodes, 
M4 Dustin’s strengths are persever- 
~ ance, determination, and fearlessness ... Despite his 
newness to the sport, Rhodes has wrestled virtually every 
top name in WCW, with the exception of Sting and a few 
other consistent fan favorites .. . Scored highest on quali- 
ty of opposition (9.5) and offense (9.5) ... Dustin is a 
fearless, straight-ahead wrestler with varied scientific and 
aerial skills .. . Is experienced beyond his years; Rhodes 
grew up in wrestling and spent much of his time at 
nngside watching his father in action . .. Like father, like 
son: Rhodes needs to tighten up his physique and re- 
ceived his lowest scores (8.0) for conditioning and speed 
. Rhodes doesn’t get around the ring fast enough ... 
With a little more time in the gym and a little more 
experience, Rhodes can be a world champion. Just like 
his father. 


SCORE: 87.0 
R ANKING: 16th (tie) Dustin Rhodes sends pain through Maxx Payne’s arm 
TATANKA 


Enormously popular Native Amer- 
ican star has a lot to learn, but is 
leaming very quickly ... Shot 
through the ranks and, at press 
time, was challenging Shawn Mi- 
chaels for the WWF Interconti- 
nental title ... Scored his first ma- 
jor victory at WrestleMania VIII 
with a shocking upset of Rick 
Martel ... Packs 260 pounds of 
muscle onto a finely tuned 6']” 
frame, accounting for his only perfect 10.0 in condition- 
i . Has a considerable amount of speed (9.0) for a 
man of his musculature ... Critics say Tatanka is another 
example of the WWF's emphasis on image over ability 

. He wrestles top foes, accounting for a good quality 
of opposition score (9.0), although he really hasn’t done 
much to eam those matches ... Limited offense (8.5) 
consists mainly of very good clotheslines and effective 
neck-high chops ... Finishing move is a totem pole su- 
plex ... Needs to improve upon his science (8.0) .. . Ear- 
piercing scream and entertaining war dance had abso- 
lutely nothing to do with any of his scores ... Simply 
needs more ring time before he can be considered 
among wrestling’s elite. 


SCORE: 86.0 , . 
f " 7 7 
RANKING: 18th Tatanka takes Rick Martel up and over 
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YOKOZUNA 


<= my Yokozuna means “grand champi- 
' 4 mon’ ... For now, Yokozuna is 
™ merely grand: At 505 pounds, 
there isn’t a more intimidating 
4 bulk of presence in the sport... 
Shot to prominence with an in- 
credible victory at the 1993 Royal 
Rumble ... Limitations, however, 
far outshine strengths, and there’s 
every reason to believe Yokozuna 
cannot build upon his success 
without drastic weight loss and an expanded repertoire 
... Relies entirely on bulk and force ... Received the 
lowest scores in the analysis for conditioning (a generous 
7.0), science (another generous 7.0), and speed (a gift at 
6.5) ... Yokozuna doesn’t care what he eats, enters the 
ring without a game plan, and can’t move an inch without 
breaking a sweat ... Power (10.0) and ability to absorb 
punishment (10.0) have carried him .. . Virtually impossi- 
ble to move off of his feet, Yokozuna could probably 
absorb a bulldozer’s impact ... Avoided a 20th place 
finish in the analysis with his 10.0 for quality of opposition 
... Led by manager Mr. Fuji, Yokozuna immediately 
wrestled the top WWF stars upon his entrance to the 
federation ... Our prediction: Yokozuna is a very slow 
flash-in-the-pan. He’ll be gone by next year. 


SCORE: 85.5 
RANKING: 19th 


TONY ANTHONY 
The “Dirty White Boy” will be 
gloating all over the South when 
he reads this ... Despite his limit- 
ed skills, Anthony has managed to 
win titles in several federations 
and is deserving of some respect 
... Recently tumed his back on 
the South (he was born in Tennes- 
; see) and is now a self-proclaimed 
| ~~ ow Yankee! ... Anthony’s detractors 
call him a redneck, but that im- 
plies stupidity ... Nothing could be further from the truth 
... Anthony studies his opponents, knows their mental 
and physical weaknesses, and enters each match fully 
prepared ... His 9.5 score for experience was well- 
eared in matches against some of the toughest wrestlers 
in the U.S. ... Has always been a brawler and possesses 
virtually no skills in terms of ring science (7.0) ... Score 
for quality of opposition (8.0) was the lowest of any wres- 
tler in the top 20 of this survey ... Limits his activity to 
independent federations and has never branched out... 
It would be fun to see Anthony wrestle in the WWF or 
WCW ... Anthony has the talent. Unfortunately, for a 
man with such a large ego, down deep he doesn’t think 
much of himself. 


SCORE: 83.0 
RANKING: 20TH 


Sting was wrong 
when he thought he 
could concentrate on 
WCW World champion 
Big Van Vader. The 
challenge now is 

from behind, as Scott 
“Flash” Norton tries 
to make a name for 


himself by 
squashing the Le 


“Stinger”? (— 
f 


Scott Norton clotheslines Sting during their match 
in Fukuoka, Japan. Norton presents another pow- 
erful, Vader-like roadblock for the three-time for- 

mer WCW World champion. 


By Craig Peters 


T’S JUST NOT easy being 
Sting. Anyone who ever told 
Sting about the glory of being a 
wrestling superstar didn’t sell 
him a complete bill of goods. 
There’s much more to it than 
that, as he’s found out the hard 
way. 

“Being World champion is 
glorious but tough, and being an 
ex-champion is grueling, hard 
work,” Sting said. “When people 
tell me | only have to work 30 
minutes a day, | just have to 
laugh. This is a 24-hour thing. 
That’s how long the pain lasts. It 
never ends.” 


Maybe it ends when you’re 
Johnny Johnson or Mike Winner 
or even Erik Watts, but it doesn’t 
end when you're a three-time 
former WCW champion and one 
of the five most famous 
wrestlers in the world. When 
you're Sting, aka Target For 
Every Up And Coming Wrestler 
In The World, there are no days 
off. 

“You know,” Sting said, “l 
have to. respect Ric Flair. It’s 
tough for me to say that, but for 
Flair to do what he did for so 
long is really something. Harley 
Race, too. I’d love to stick 
around this sport for 20 years, 
but | don’t Know if | have the 


NO REST FOR 


A SAUISI: 
MAULE 
JARUEIS 
SING... 
AUA 
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energy.” 

For Sting, it’s eight years 
down, 12 to go. Twelve long 
years, considering the schedule 
he’s kept for the past three. He 
feels a responsibility to wrestle 
as often as possible and take on 
the toughest competition in 
WCW, but those 12 years could 
be impossibly long if men like 
Big Van Vader and Scott Norton 
keep popping into his life. 

Sting’s battles with Vader 
over the past year have been 
the most grueling of both men’s 
careers. Vader, the 6’5”, 404- 
pound master of the power 
bomb and other potentially crip- 

(continued on page 52) 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


LENS FALLS, NEW YORK— 

There is nothing particularly 

® special about this old, mill town 

a3 . » at the top of the Hudson River. It 

’ is a simple town inhabited by 

simple, hardworking people 

ee bound by two things: love of 

country and love of the 

Adirondack Red Wings, their 
minor league hockey team. 

Glens Falls is where you'll 
find the highest concentration of 
Jim Duggan fans in the world. 
Duggan was born here, son of 
the retired chief of police. He 
returns to Glens Falls every 
chance he gets and, unlike 
_ many other wrestlers, has never 
i. pretended to be from a more 
glamorous locale. 

On any winter or early spring 
day at Poopies, a popular little 
greasy spoon down the street 
from the Civic Center, mill work- 
ers on break and hockey players 
through with a day’s practice 


2 TI 


gather for the best egg dishes 
The immense Yokozuna provided Duggan with as of his wou beatings, restaurant—with its quick ser- 
but he hasn't allowed that temporary setback to stop his drive forthe gold. VICE, SNappy waitresses, no- 
tables—is the essence of Glens 
& U ( DOES Falls. Here is where a pollster 
; can find out what the townspeo- 
ple really think about politics, the 
D UG GA N wrestling. 
“Hacksaw?” said a middle- 
he came from and always says 
WH A T | T what’s on his mind. A lot of peo- 
that fame and money, but 
Hacksaw’s the same way he 
was 15 years ago. He was ~ 
in to anyone or anything.” 
A swift stroll around town 
reveals no monuments to this 
The house where he grew up is 
(continued on page 54) 


and sandwiches around. This 
ie ae 

nonsense dishes, and bare 

latest movies, and even. 

aged man in dirty bib overalls. 

“Great kid. Never forgets where 

ple would be changed from all 

always tough and he never gave 

oP city’s most famous son, or even 
a any indication he was born here. 
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EDDIE GILBERT 


HE PAIRING OF Eddie 

Gilbert and Paul E. Danger- 
ously has the potential to be contro- 
versial, entertaining, potentially 
devastating for their enemies, and 
highly successful. But the key word 
here is “potential” because, at 
press time, the Gilbert-Dangerously 
team had turned into a battle of 
egos. 

It all started when Dangerously, 
Gilbert, Magnificent Muraco, and 
Jimmy Snuka decided to form a 
clique in the ECW. Their stated 
goal was to take over the federa- 
tion, and Muraco took a step in that 
direction when he won the ECW 
heavyweight title. 

But things can never be quite 
that simple when Dangerously and 


Gilbert get together. Both men pos- 
sess volatile egos and they have 
already clashed repeatedly. Al- 
ready, the group is in danger of 
breaking up. 

Gilbert and Dangerously have 
already disagreed on two major 
points: the name of the team and 
Dangerously’s decision to sign The 
Dark Patriot. 

Gilbert wants the team to be 
called Hot Stuff International, the 
name his groups have gone by ever 
since he and Missy Hyatt-were a 
duo in the UWF. Dangerously, of 
course, wants the team to be called 
The Dangerous Alliance. So far, 
Dangerous Alliance has prevailed, 
but Gilbert refuses to remain silent 
over the issue. 


Bes 


Dangerously’s sudden decision 
to bring in The Dark Patriot with- 
out Gilbert's approval could be the 
last straw. Gilbert and Dark Patriot 
had a heated feud in the Global 
Wrestling Federation last year. 
Gilbert, then a fan favorite, won the 
GWF North American title from 
Dark Patriot, setting off a long 
series of rematches. 

Gilbert was shocked by Dark 
Patriot's arrival in ECW and made 
no secret of his anger with 
Dangerously. 

All of this is quite amusing to 
Terry Funk, Sandman, Road 
Warrior Hawk, and the other ECW 
fan favorites. Instead of taking over 
ECW, The Dangerous Alliance is 
having trouble taking care of itself. 
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One night, Gilbert was scheduled to 
wrestle Funk in a Texas death 
match, Dangerously prevented the 
match from ever starting when he 
came out and declared a contract 
hadn’t been signed. This, too, 
angered Gilbert, who wanted to 
wrestle. 

“Hot Stuff” Eddie Gilbert has 
never been shy about voicing his 
opinions. When Senior Writer Dave 
Rosenbaum visited Gilbert and 
requested an interview, Gilbert 
pulled up a chair and immediately 
started talking. 

“Gilbert knows a lot about the 
power of the press,” Rosenbaum 
reported. “I almost felt as if he was 
interviewing me instead of the other 
way around, That's the trap with 
Gilbert. He’s always trying to get 
something out of everything he 


does. There’s always an ulterior 
motive,” 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 
First things first. Are you 
and Paul E. Dangerously on 
speaking terms? 

EDDIE GILBERT: 

Absolutely. 

Do you speak civilly to one 

another? 

That depends on what we’re 

talking about. 

Great. You’re being evasive 

already. In general, would you 

call your relationship with 

Dangerously great, good, 

warm, cool, very cool, or 

indifferent? 

We’re above freezing, but 

it’s getting real cold in here. 

I’d like to say we’ve agreed 


WS: 


EG: 


WS: 


EG: 
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“Hot Stuff’ has a few 
things to say to Herve 
Renesto during a 


We — recentchain match in 
Fp OR 
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EG: 
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to disagree, but we haven’t 
even done that. 

I think I’m getting the picture. 
You two obviously need a 
mediator. 

No, not a mediator. A medi- 
ator means compromise and 
Hot Stuff International isn’t 
ready to compromise. 
Actually, Hot Stuff Inter- 
national already is a compro- 
mise, isn’t it? 

I know what you’re talking 
about and we’re not going to 
take this any further. If you 
insist on bringing up my dis- 
tant past, then this interview 
won’t go anywhere. We’re 
talking about three things: 
Hot Stuff International, The 
Dangerous Alliance, and 
The Dark Patriot. Of the 
three, one is in and two are 
out. 

Which two? 

Well, you know which two I 
want to be out, but if Paul E. 
wants to be stubborn, I can 
play the same game. There 
are a lot of places where Hot 
Stuff International would be 
welcome. 


: I can’t think of one. 
: What does that mean? 
: Well, obviously you’ve worn 


out your welcome in quite a 
few places. I don’t think 
you’d be too welcome in the 
USWA or WCW, and that’s 
just off the top of my head. 
Yeah, Rosenbaum, it looks 
like you’re missing some- 
thing from off the top of 
your head. The fact is that 
there isn’t a federation in 
the world that wouldn’t be 
better if it had me around. 
But that’s not the point right 
now. 

What’s the point? 

Shut up for a second and I’ll 
get to it. The point is that I 
plan on sticking around 
ECW for a long time, 


Gilbert pliledrives Dark Patriot during a February 1992 bout in Texas. Now Gilbert and 
Patriot are stablemates In The Dangerous Alllance-and that could mean big trouble! 


WS: 
EG: 


WS: 


whether this is worked out 
or not. And it is going to be 
worked out. 

But how? 

I’m getting to that. It’s very 
simple: Paul E. Dangerously 
has the opportunity to be a 
part of the most successful 
organization to ever wrestle 
in any federation. And all he 
has to do is two things. 
Agree on calling it Hot Stuff 
International and getting rid of 


EG: 
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EG: 


WS: 


The Dark Patriot, right? 
Exactly. 

Let’s say this went to a com- 
promise... 

There won’t be any compro- 
mises if I have to make 
them. 

Well, let’s just say you guys 
agreed to disagree and you 
had to make a choice: Get rid 
of The Dark Patriot or call the 
team The Dangerous Alliance. 
Which would you choose? 
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Neither. 
It’s just a hypothetical situa- 
tion. Pick one. 
No. I’m not going to get. 
backed into a corner just so 
you can write some big 
headline that says, “Gilbert 
Doesn’t Mind If Team Is 
Called The Dangerous 
Alliance.” 
So that’s your choice? 
No, there’s no choice. 
Dangerously’s only looking 
out for himself and not the 
good of the team. The fact is 
that Jimmy and Don really 
don’t care what the team is 
called and they were per- 
fectly happy without the 
Dark Patriot around. You 
know what bothers me 
about this, Rosenbaum? 
I can’t guess. 
What bothers me is that 
Dangerously’s obviously try- 
ing to get my goat. He knows 
perfectly well how I feel 
about Dark Patriot and yet 
he brought him in anyway. 
Tell me something, Rosen- 
baum. Have I done anything 
to purposely anger Danger- 
ously? 
Not from what I can tell, but I 
have no idea what goes on 
behind the scenes. But you 
bring up a good point. Why 
would Dangerously purposely 
want to infuriate a member of 
his own team? 
Maybe he’s afraid of my 
power, Rosenbaum. Ever 
think about that? Maybe he 
just doesn’t like having me 
around and is doing every- 
thing possible to get rid of 
me. If that’s the case, fine. 
Dangerously’s asking for 
trouble. 
It seems to me as if you and 
Dangerously are already on 
the verge of a breakup. Are 
you? 
Maybe, maybe not. Like I 
45 
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said, it’s all up to Paul E. 
But if I was him, I wouldn’t 
be surprised if Don and 
Jimmy just follow the leader 
when we break apart. They 
both know a good thing 
when’ they see it. 
Dangerously doesn’t. Here’s 
another thing that gets my 
goat: The man has never 
wrestled. He’s a wise aleck 
paper pusher with a cellular 
phone. He thinks he’s some 
kind of wrestling genius 
because he causes trouble 
wherever he goes. Well, now 
he’s in for the wrong kind of 
trouble. I’m telling you, 
Rosenbaum, this thing can 
be settled. Paul E. and I can 
work together in harmony. 
It’s all up to him. 

Did you have any idea that 
Paul E. was bringing in Dark 
Patriot? 

None at all, although there 
was a time there when he 
was always on the phone 
and he wouldn’t tell me 
what it was about. That’s 
what gets me so mad. He 
knew what he was doing all 
along, and then he goes and 
acts as if he didn’t know I’d 
be angry. What a load of 
bull! Dangerously’s pretty 
well versed in what’s going 
on in wrestling, and he 
knows I hate Dark Patriot as 
much as anyone in the 
world. 

He looks like you. 

What? 

Dark Patriot looks like you. 
Don’t get my _= goat, 
Rosenbaum. How can he 
look like me when he’s 
wearing a mask? 

Okay, let’s forget I ever 
brought this up. You know, 
there’s only one explanation 
that makes sense... 

That Dangerously is trying 
to get rid of me? Yeah, I 
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thought about that and I 
confronted him, he denied 
everything. You know, if he 
wasn’t such a little weasel, 
I’d wrap his body around a 
telephone pole and ram it 
with my Jeep. 

You’d probably get hurt. 

Yup, and he’d get hurt even 
worse. I think it all comes 
down to this: Paul E.’s on a 
power trip and he wanted to 
assert his power over me. 
I’m not playing his games, 
and now we have trouble. 
It’s too bad because the team 
has great potential. Muraco’s 
already ECW heavyweight 
champ and, who knows, you 
could be next. 

Right, if only Paul E. 
wouldn’t get involved. 
You’re obviously referring to 
the Texas death match you 
were supposed to have against 
Terry Funk... 

And then Paul E. comes in 
waving his hands and com- 
plaining that a contract was 
never signed. You know, 
Rosenbaum, lawyers are the 
worst thing that ever hap- 
pened to this sport. What- 
ever happened to challeng- 
ing a man, shaking his hand, 
and then just wrestling. 
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Nobody wants to shake your 
hand. They’re afraid you 
might knee them in the gut. 
(Laughs) Well, that’s just 
the risk you gotta take. I 
didn’t like Paul E. stopping 
that match, because Funk 
and I wanted to wrestle. 
Besides, nowhere, anywhere 
does it say that Paul E. 
Dangerously is my manager. 
Is that so? 

Yup, you can look it up in 
the ECW files. There’s a 
space on every contract to 
name your manager, and I 
didn’t name one. All my 
contract says is that I’m the 
wrestler and Hot Stuff 
International is my corpora- 
tion. 

And it’s going to stay that 
way. 

Maybe. Paul E. can be my 
manager if he says the right 
things. If not, I’m on my 
own again. If you ask me, 
that’s a pretty good team. 
You mean the team of you and 
you? 

Exactly. The best in the 
game. 

Give me a break! Eddie 
Gilbert, thanks for your time. 
As usual, it was an educa- 
tion. For you. o 


“| Take a trip into the wild side of hock: 


ey—the punching, the fighting, the 
crashing, and the smashing—that 
make hockey so brutally popular, 
Now, all the violent sides of the 


PRO HOCKEY 
FUNNIES 


Jiggs McDonald narrates this collec- 
tion of hockey's funniest, wackiest, 
and wildest moments. Hear hockey's 
announcers trip, flip, and flub, Relive 
the breathtaking goals, heart-stop- 
ping saves, and wonderfully weird an- 
tics that pulled you out of your seat 
the first time you saw them! 

Approx. 35 minutes 
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moonwalk? Two coaches challenging 
each other to a fight? Two goalies get- 


J)) ting into it? You'll get it all here! 
|| Approx. 30 minutes 


FANTASTIC 
HOCKEY FIGHTS 
You'll see every type of wacky and 


E! 'video contains some of the hardest- 


hitting, rock ‘em, sock ‘em fights 
ever! 


Approx, 35 minutes 


ICE WARS 
The generals are marshalling their 


WB 000 for offensive battle, and 


there ready to bringin the big gun! 
Get ready for “Ice Wars” as the 
toughest hockey armies collide head- 
on in this fast and furious action- 
packed video. 

Approx. 35 minutes 
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KILLER HOCKEY 


HOCKEY: 
THE OFFSIDE 
It's all captured here in this salute to 


hockey hilarity, narrated by Mark 
Hebscher: Capt, James T, Kirk de- 


Bi scribing the North Stars’ trek through 


the Stanley Cup playoffs, a musical 
‘tribute to the Zamboni drivers, comi- 
Cal spills, and embarrassing spills, 


| Approx, 35 minutes 


From the producers of Hockey 


end, and Wayne Gretzky breaks 
Gordie Howe's all-time point scoring 


record, 
Approx. 35 minutes 


HOCKEY’S 
GREATEST HITS 

The Big Hit will eliminate the oppo- 
nent and electrify the crowd, The Big 
Hit will rattle the boards and shatter 
the glass, It's muscle on muscle and 
man on man as hockey explodes with 
punishing checks, sizzling slapshots, 
and spectacular saves! 

Approx. 35 minutes 


SUPER COOPER HOCKEY aLooreRS| __[s@es[ 


PRO HOCKEY FUNNIES 


HILARIOUS HOCKEY HIGHLIGHTS 


FANTASTIC HOCKEY FIGHTS 
ICE WARS 

HOCKEY: THE OFFSIDE 
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HOCKEY’S GREATEST HITS 
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(plus $15 postage and handling) 
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THE PROOF IS IN THE POUNDING: 


ERIK WATTS IS 
NO DADDY'S BOY 


It’s not easy being an up-and-coming wrestler in 
a major federation when your father is in 
charge. Erik Watts was one of the most hated 
wrestlers in WCW, simply because his father, Bill 
Watts, was vice president of wrestling 
operations. Now that his father is gone, Erik 
finally has the chance to ride on his own laurels 


By Stu Saks 


HE NEWS SWEPT through 
the Watts household at blind- 
ing speed. Erik Watts remem- 
bers his father’s exuberance 
over being named WCW vice 
president of wrestling operations 
and not knowing how to react. 
“It was last June,” the younger 


Watts recalled. “Il was over for 
dinner and he told me he had 
some big news. | kind of expect- 
ed it because there had been/ 
rumors going around and he 
had been talking with the WCW 
people. 
“| guess | was excited at first 


Former foe Am Anderson has joined the ranks of Watts’ converts. He now respects 
and frequently teams with Erik. 


48 


’ 
eet 


an soe tas 


tee 


Since Bill Watts left WCW, Erik has had his hand raised more and more often by refer- 


ees (left). Now he concentrates his efforts on rulebreakers like Vinnie Vegas (above). 


but wrestling in WCW was my 
major goal and | didn’t know 
how it was going to affect me. 
Heck, who knew if there was 
some rule about a son wrestling 
in the federation that his father 
is in charge of? 

“But | think things worked out 
in the end,” Watts continued. “I 
don’t think there’s a single per- 
son in this federation who could 
say | benefitted from my father 
being around. | proved myself.” 

Watts must have closed his 
ears to the noise. From the time 
he arrived in WCW last fall, to 
the time Bill Watts left his post in 
late-February, the whispers and 


accusations never stopped. 
There probably hasn’t been a 
less popular locker room figure 
since Gregg Jefferies played for 
the New York Mets. Wrestlers 
were saying pretty cruel things 
about Watts, and we’re not just 
talking about the rulebreakers 
who openly despised him. 

He was called a daddy’s boy 
who benefitted from his father’s 
high standing. Jealous wrestlers 
looked at Erik’s quick rise 
through the federation ratings as 
proof nepotism was at work. The 
accusations didn’t even stop 
when Watts worked hard to 
reach the finals of the WCW TV 

49 


title tournament before losing a 
close match to Paul Orndorff. 

“| felt sorry for Erik because | 
know what he’s been through,” 
said Dustin Rhodes, who has 
often been accused of walking 
in the shadow of his world- 
famous father, Dusty Rhodes. 
“But, you know, Erik handled it 
real well. Sometimes | think he 
just closed his ears to every- 
thing that was going on, which is 
exactly what you have to do. If 
you’re a good man, you learn 
from these bad experiences.” 

Erik Watts indeed learned 
from this difficult time and is now 
prospering. Since his father’s 
departure, Erik has wrestled gal- 
lantly against talented veteran 
Bobby Eaton and recently start- 
ed teaming with former arch- 
rival Arn Anderson. 

Best of all, Watts is willing to 
battle back after sustaining 
severe punishment. He doesn’t 
run and hide. In fact, he takes 
more than most wrestlers. 
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The days when Erik Watts puts a headiock on the WCW’s best may come sooner 


than a lot of people think. Sgt. Buddy Lee Parker Is the victim here. 


“He’s a good kid,” Anderson 
said. “Maybe | wouldn’t have 
said that a few months ago, but | 
was thinking what everybody 
else thought—he was riding on 
his father’s coattails. I’ve been 
through this because | come 
from a wrestling family. When 
you’re in this position, you have 
to prove yourself a lot more.” 

Although Watts claimed to be 
unaware. of dissent among his 
peers, there’s evidence he knew 
of his high disapproval ratings. 
Erik often seemed tense in the 
ring during his father’s front- 
office reign. He was too eager to 
prove himself. When Bill 


stepped down, Erik loosened up 
in the ring and became a more 
interesting wrestler. 

“You could see the relief on 
his face when it happened,” a 
WCW fan favorite said. “He was 
under a lot of tension and stress 
when his father was in charge. | 
remember one day, Erik and 
Dustin Rhodes were chatting for 
about a half-hour. Now, there 
are two guys who have really 
had to live in their fathers’ shad- 
ows. | betcha they had a lot in 
common.” 

Of course, nobody has more 
in common than father and son. 
Bill and Erik Watts look alike and 


wrestle alike. That can’t be 
helped. Bill, a brawling hell-rais- 
er in his prime, has passed that 
positive wrestling trait onto his 
son. Erik, like Bill, is willing to 
take two punches to deliver one. 

It's too bad people were 
always looking for signs of collu- 
sion. The whispers started when 
Erik got a spot on the Halloween 
Havoc card shortly after his 
arrival in WCW. 

“Usually, pay-per-view spots 
are reserved for wrestlers 
who've proven themselves,” 
said a WCW rulebreaker. “He 
got the big payday awfully fast.” 

Erik paid dearly for being his 
father’s son. Paul €E. 
Dangerously, manager of The 
Dangerous Alliance, tried to gain 
revenge against Bill by going 
through Erik. He put a bounty on 
Erik’s head, but couldn’t stop the 
youngster. There was genuine 
talent here, as other wrestlers 
slowly and _ begrudgingly 
learned. 

“Maybe people didn’t respect 
me at first, but | know that 
changed,” Watts said. “Arn and | 
were big-time enemies, but he 
respected me for helping him 
against Eaton, Slazenger, and 
Pierce. Orndorff said he didn’t 
respect me, but | gave him the 
run of his life in that TV title 
match. You could see the 
respect on his face.” 

Watts, who was voted 1992’s 
Rookie of the Year by the fans, 
admits he still has a long way to 
go before reaching his ultimate 
goal of a WCW World tag team 
or heavyweight title. But he 
insists not having daddy around 
won’t make a bit of difference. 

“He’s rooting for me and he 
helps me out when | call him,” 
Erik said. “That’s what fathers 
are for. But he always taught me 
to be my own man. My father 
has never opened any doors for 
me. I’m proud of that.” 

He should be. Erik Watts has 
quickly changed a lot of minds.O 
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pling maneuvers, has twice won 
the WCW World title from Sting 
by asserting his physical superi- 
ority. Vader twice seriously 
injured Sting, and recently their 
matches have become especial- 
ly intense. 

Sting could have used a rest 
when he traveled to Fukuoka 
Japan, for “Wrestling Dontaku,” 
an interfederation supercard 
that attracted 55,000 paying 
fans to the Fukuoka Dome on 
May 3. 

“I never really expected a 
wrestling vacation,” Sting said. 
“But it turned out to be one of 
the most tiring trips of my life.” 

The presence of WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan made it 
the first time Sting and Hogan 
appeared on the same card. 
This required numerous photo 
Opportunities with both men, 
and also resulted in a private 
conversation between them at a 
post-card VIP party. 

By the time they sat down to 
talk shop, Sting had already 
been through an ordeal. Norton, 
his opponent that night, meant 
business and wasn’t about to 
take their match lightly. Light 
surely isn’t an accurate word for 
Norton: He’s a 6’5”, 360-pound 
power merchant who reminded 
Sting of an earlier foe. 


“Vader,” he said. “He’s just © 


like Vader. He’s not really dan- 
gerous until he gets riled up, 
and then he can be really tough 
to deal with. Believe me, the last 
thing |, needed was to get 
thrown around the ring all night.” 

That’s exactly what hap- 
pened; the match was ruled a 
no-contest after 9 minutes 16 
seconds of torrid action. Sting 
went for an early finish by 
attacking Norton with low kicks 
to the legs, apparently injuring 
him. But Norton drew upon his 
adrenaline, battling back with 
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STING 


(continued from page 39) 


fe 


A bloodied Norton chokes Sting (above) and powers him toward the ropes (below). If 
Sting thought his biggest challenge was beind him, he has another think coming. 


~ 


i 


Norton had Sting on the defensive for much of the match (above), but the resourceful 
Sting used his aerial skills (above right) to battie him to a bloody no-contest. 


press slams and several other 
awesome power moves. 

Sting quickly found himself 
expending as much physical 
and emotional energy as in any 
world title match. The action 
never slowed, even when 
Norton started bleeding profuse- 
ly midway through. Finally, a 
ringside doctor examined the 
cut and ordered the referee to 
stop the match. That set Norton 
off on a rampage, as he 
attacked Sting and several other 
wrestlers who came out to break 
up the brawl. 

“Crazy? Yeah, I'd say that’s a 
good word for him,” Sting said. 
“But being crazy isn’t such a 
bad thing when you weigh 360 


pounds.” 

And he’s coming Sting’s way. 
Norton, nicknamed “Flash,” 
didn’t have a title to show froma 
previous stint in WCW, but now 
seems intent on changing that. 
He returned to the federation by 
winning consecutive TV tapings, 
the second one against the 
always-competitive Tom Zenk, 
and is obviously a much- 
improved wrestler. 

“| feel now that I’m ready for 
anything,” Norton said. “Before, 
| was a little raw, but now I've 
learned to use my size the way 
it was meant to be used. If that 
scares some people, then good. 
I'm here to intimidate. Let Sting 
worry about me. He should.” 


if Sting Insists on battling big men like 
Norton and WCW champion Vader all 
around the globe, his career probably 
won't last as long as he'd like It to. 


Norton is the last person 
Sting wants to worry about. At 
press time, Sting and Davey 
Boy Smith were gearing up for 
an imposing Beach Blast match 
against Sid Vicious and Vader. If 
Sting survived that match, he 
planned to continue his assault 
on Vader's title. 

Sting’s problem is that he 
always must look behind while 
forging ahead. He is both chal- 
lenger and challenged because 
of his high place in the wrestling 
world. 

“No rest for the weary, eh?” 
Sting said. “| guess not. Put it 
this way: | don’t have any sec- 
ond thoughts about cashing my 
paycheck. That baby's earned!” 0 
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not marked. People respond to 
his name with a smile, but they 
don’t stop what they’re doing. 
They ask questions while going 
about their business. 

“Is Hacksaw gonna make it?” 
says the woman in the ski shop 
on Glens Falls’ main drag. “l 
saw what Yokozuna did to him. 
The whole town was up in arms 
over that.” 

The woman was assured that 
Duggan is doing quite well, and 
appears on the verge of a major 
career move. After years of 
career stagnation in the WWF, 
he wrestled Intercontinental 
champion Shawn Michaels to a 
double-disqualification in a lum- 
berjack match. The previous 
week, Michaels ran away from 
Duggan during a match on 
Monday Night Raw. 

Duggan, defiant and proud, 
sat on a chair in the middle of 
the ring while holding a 2x4 and 
waited for Michaels’ return. 
When the I-C champ didn’t 
come back, Duggan stood, 
accepted the audience’s 
applause, stuck out his chest, 
and strutted out of the ring. He 
took big, aggressive steps that 
told the whole world—Glens 
Falls included—that Duggan is 
alive and well. 

“| suspect there was some 
concern when Yokozuna injured 
Jimmy,” said a reporter from the 
local paper. “Jimmy’s been gone 
for about 16 years now, and | 
guess people are wondering 
whether he’s ready to wind it 
down and return home. You 
know, buy Red Wings season 
tickets, relax on his porch, and 
tell stories about the good ol’ 
days. | guess that’s never been 
his style, and maybe it never will 
be.” 

Perhaps the Yokozuna inci- 
dent was the wakeup call 
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DUGGAN 


(continued from page 41) 


On two separate occasions, Duggan gave Michaels all he could handle (above left 
and above right). One match resulted In a double-disqualification, the other In a 
Michaels’ countout. The blue-collar “Hacksaw” will still never back down from any 
challenge, Including Yokozuna’s (below). 


Duggan needed. Many people 
thought he was on the verge of 
greatness after jumping from the 
UWF to the WWF seven years 
ago. Duggan, a North American 
heavyweight champ in the 
rough-and-tumble UWF, had 
proven himself against the 
toughest competition in the 
world—Steve “Dr. Death” 
Williams, Ted DiBiase, and The 
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WWF, including Michaels, who lost the I-C title to Marty Jannetty after this article was filed. 


Freebirds all starred in the 
UWF—and appeared ready for 
the move. 

But Duggan never established 
himself as a solid contender for 
any WWF title, and was soon 
converted into a cartoon figure 
by federation head Vince 
McMahon. Duggan, indeed a 
patriotic man, became a WWF 
marketing tool, and $10 foam 


2x4s became all the rage at 
souvenir stands. 

“He became a little goofy and 
a lot of people didn’t like that,” 
said Russ Keane of Glens Falls. 
“We grew into it because 
Hacksaw is such a genuine per- 
son, and we all knew how much 
he loves his country. There was 
nothing phony about anything 
he was doing.” 

Nonetheless, Duggan’s 
career suffered. The low point 
came this past January 5 in 
Beaumont, Texas, when 
Yokozuna splashed him three 
times, knocked him uncon- 
scious, and draped the 
American flag over Hacksaw’s 
prone body. Duggan was 
removed on a stretcher and was 
out of action for two months. 

Duggan came to a very sim- 
ple and realistic conclusion dur- 
ing his time away from the 
ring—he had to come back with 
a bang and wrestle a top star. 
Duggan never would have spent 
two months working himself 
back into shape if he wasn’t 
convinced he could become a 
champion. 

That’s what is driving Duggan 
during what could be the final 
leg of a very good career. The 
humiliating Yokozuna incident 
might have been the push he 
needed to get going and reach 
the potential he showed back in 
1986. 

Michaels was an appropriate 
target. On paper, he has a sig- 
nificant edge over Duggan, but 
matches aren’t won on paper. 

To understand what this is all 
about, you’ll have to drive 180 
miles north of New York City, cut 
off onto Route 9, and drive into 
the city of Glens Falls. You'll see 
the mills blowing smoke and 
people working hard. There are 
no shortcuts in or out of town. 
There is only the direct route, 
the one Duggan and his neigh- 
bors have always taken. O 
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wrestlers and the biggest rule- 
breakers in the sport (June 
1993). First of all, how can five 
supposedly intelligent “experts” 
overlook Giant Gonzales as most 
intimidating. Come on, the guy 
might not be the best wrestler in 
the world, but at 7’7”, he limits 
what you can even do to him in 
the ring. A lot of wrestlers proba- 
bly couldn’t even reach high 
enough to punch him. 

And as far as rulebreakers go, 
are there any worse than George 
“The Animal” Steele or Abdullah 
the Butcher? Neither would dare 
enter the ring without a foreign 
object, and neither would know a 
scientific hold if it came up and 
bit them on the forehead. Could 
we please get a panel with a 
clue? 

BRODERICK BRANTLEY 
Terre Haute, IN 


DOINKED OUT 
Okay, so he’s only been 
around a few months, but I’ve 


already had more than enough of 
Doink in the WWF. Or, should | 
say the Doinks? | watch wrestling 
because | want to see guys 
wrestle each other, whether it be 
the scientific guys, the brawlers, 
the rulebreakers, whatever. 
| don’t know where these 
clowns fit in. Most of the Doinks’ 
acts don’t even involve wrestling 
at all. They play all their little 
games. One will throw a pie in 
somebody’s face, then the other 
one will be hiding under the ring, 
etc., etc., etc. | don’t care what 
anybody says—these clowns 
have no talent, and neither of 
them will ever wear a belt. Until 
the WWF joins forces with 
Ringling Brothers, Doinks (how- 
ever many of them there are) 
have no place in wrestling. 
BERYL LAGERFELD 
Carlisle, PA 


SUPERFLY, FLY AWAY 

Just when are all these 
washed-up WWF wrestlers going 
to finally give it up? Okay, | 
guess | can live with Bob 
Backlund coming back to the 
WWF, since he at least held the 
WWF title for five years, but now 
Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka is on the 
way back, to Championship 
Wrestling USA. So the guy can 
jump off the top rope. Big deal. 
He’s over the hill and should just 
head home to Fiji and enjoy the 
good life on the islands there. 
Guys like Col. DeBeers will be 
way too much for him at this 
point in his career. 

Personally, | don’t think 
Snuka’s been the same wrestler 
since the day he left the camp of 
Capt. Lou Albano back in his 
WWF days. Call it a career, 
Jimmy. 

PAUL ABERLYNDE 
Baltimore 
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LEX LUGER a coward? He’s trying his best to live 


down his WrestleMania humiliation! 


PLUS... 
WCW fan favorites fear rulebreakers 
now have the upper hand ... 
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SENSATIONAL SHERRI and 
PAPA SHANGO ... How the NIGHTSTALKER 
“exploded” onto the WWF scene ... 
A “Press Conference” with 
THE HOLLYWOOD BLONDS. 


These stories—and more ... in the September 
1993 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
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Why the talented CHRIS BENOIT remains 
WCW’s biggest underachiever! 


How CRUSH is finally beginning to make waves 
in the WWF! 


PLUS... 

HAWK vs. TERRY FUNK, SABU vs. 
LIGHTNING KID: The best bouts you never saw! 
... Have BIG VAN VADER’S beatings taken their 

toll on STING? ... How 
SENSATIONAL SHERRI has 
RANDY SAVAGE under her command ... 
Dynamic WCW and WWF photo coverage 


All this—and much more... in the August 1993 
issue of Wrestle America 


NOW ON SALE! 


THE MATCH 


It really happened. Rude and 
Miceli signed for the match that 
night. And if you think the head- 
lines adored the couple when 
they were in love, you can only 
imagine the fun they had with 
them as the day of their brawl 
drew near. 

Beyond the obvious jokes 
was an even funnier contempla- 
tion: Who was going to win? The 
oddsmakers had installed Rude, 
broken arm and all, as a 125-to- 
1 favorite. By match day, howev- 
er, the odds were down to 3-to- 
1, and an influx of Japanese 
money threatened to turn 
Madusa into the favorite by the 
opening bell. 

“Karate is balance,” explained 
lan Pei, international oddsmaker 
and martial arts writer. “Success 
depends on the equal distribu- 
tion of weight. Not strength, or 
amount of weight, but its proper 
symmetry and form. 

“Miss Madusa has perfect 
form.*Mr. Rude has a broken 
wing. He cannot fly. Miss 
Madusa will take advantage of 
Mr. Rude’s predicament and tri- 
umph very easily.” 


THE BELL 


Ten minutes before 
matchtime, Rude sent a dozen 
pink roses to Madusa’s dressing 
room as a peace offering. She 
tore them up and sent them 
back. Rude didn’t realize the 
depth of his former girlfriend’s 
anger. He soon would. 

Rude’s strategy was simple: 
Use his superior strength to 
keep Madusa at bay long 
enough to wear her out, then pin 
her. He expected the match to 
last 25 minutes. 

Madusa had one game plan: 
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DREAM MATCH 


(continued from page 20) 


Madusa’s karate kicks knocked Rude into the crowd during their second match. The 


kicks, however, only served to Infuriate Rude and make him come back stronger. 


attack, attack, atiack. 
Thirty-five minutes into the 
match, Rick Rude realized he 
must rework his strategy if he 
wanted to survive. As is so often 
the case, Rude had greatly mis- 
calculated his girlfriend’s skills. 
Three times, the WCW champi- 
on had been nearly knocked out 
by a swooping Miceli karate 
kick. His broken arm, which 
hung useless by his side, 
throbbed with pain. He bled from 


cuts to his cheek and temple. 


. He had tried to be a gentleman 


about the whole thing, but it was 
increasingly clear that Madusa 
only understood aggression. 


TURNING POINT 


At one point, Madusa felt sad 
for her lover. She had connected 
with a perfect roundhouse kick 
to Rude’s chin, which knocked 

(continued on page 60) 
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DREAM MATCH 


(continued from page 58) 


Despite an attack that left Rude bloodied and in pain, Madusa couldn’t overcome his 
strength. Rude delivered a dropkick and pinned Madusa following a “Rudeplex.” 


the champ into the second row. 
Her first impulse was to chase 
after him to see if he was all 
right. But she quickly collected. 
herself. 

“This isn’t personal,” she 
repeated to herself. “I am fight- 
ing as a representative of the 
gender. Women need to see me 
win. | can’t let them down.” 

Rude stared at Madusa from 
the second row of seats. He felt 
the blood rise in his chest and 
thought: This is going to hurt 
you much more than it will me. 

He leapt into the ring, ducked 
a Madusa chop, flung her into 
the ropes, and delivered the 
most thunderous dropkick of his 
career, dead center into her 
chest. He peeled her off the 
canvas, lifted her over his head, 
and slammed her back down in 
a crashing “Rudeplex.” Madusa 
lay motionless on the canvas as 
Rude pinned her. 

The match effectively ended 
Rick Rude’s wrestling career. 
After his arm healed, he lost his 
first title defense to Ric Flair and 
retired soon thereafter. 

Madusa woke up in her hospi- 
tal room and thought she had 
been hit by a truck. 


THREE YEARS LATER 


aon 


Rick Rude Jr. didn’t want to 
go buy new shoes and meant 
for everyone to know that. “I’m 
not going!” he shouted. “Hear 
me? I’m not going!” 

Pow! His mother slapped 
Junior across the head, and his, 
rebellion was quickly extin- 
guished. Besides being the pret- 
tiest mom on the block, she was 
also the strongest. Madusa 
Miceli wouldn’t even take her 
husband’s name. Her husband 
didn’t argue. O 
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a TV taping in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and wasted no time 
declaring his intentions of going 
for gold in WCW. 

“This time I’m not fooling 
around,” Sid said. “There'll be 
no excuses because there won't 
be any losses. I’m here for the 
long haul and that means trou- 
ble for anyone who gets in my 
way. Me and the Colonel have a 
plan and it’s gonna be carried 
out to perfection.” 

It is unknown whether Sid has 
targeted Vader’s WCW World 
title, or whether he will first go 
after the U.S. title. There’s also 
the possibility Sid will seek 
revenge against individual mem- 
bers of the former Four 
Horsemen. Sid was a member 
of the Horsemen in 1990, but 
left the group after a series of 
apparent snubs. Sid always felt 
he was underrated by the 
Horsemen, who blocked several 
of his attempts to win the World 
title. 

In other WCW news, Jim 
Neidhart is back in the ring. 
Formerly one-half of the WWF 
World tag team champions with 
Bret Hart, the “Anvil” has 
teamed with Junkyard Dog and 
is setting his sights on the WCW 
World tag team title. Neidhart 
and JYD teamed to defeat Rip 
Rogers and Chic Donovan in 
one of their first WCW appear- 
ances. 

“This is the big move for me,” 
Neidhart said. “I’ve had a lot of 
time to think about what | want 
to do and where | want to be. 
This is the right place at the right 
time. JYD and | have reached 
an understanding and it’s going 
to take us places.” 

A Heavenly Body should have 
a heavenly body, but this man’s 
body looks like it came straight 
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Though he lacks the physique to match, Jim Cornette Is now a wrestling member of 


The Heavenly Bodies. His opponent, Rick Morton, Is at a momentary disadvantage, but 
soon he would have his way with the portly manager. 


from hell. We’re talking about 
Jim Cornette, who is teaming 
with Tom Prichard and calling 
the tandem The Heavenly 
Bodies. Several Smoky 
Mountain wrestlers can’t control 
their laughter. 

“It’s ridiculous!” SMW champi- 
on Tracey Smothers said. “If 
that’s his idea of a heavenly 
body, then I’m gonna head right 
out to the nearest donut store 
and see what | can do about 
getting a body just like that! 
Cornette should be ashamed of 


himself!” 

Cornette, however, apparently 
has no shame. He was forced to 
scramble after the original 
Heavenly Bodies—Prichard, 
Stan Lane, and Bobby Eaton— 
went through a recent shakeup 
that left the group without Lane 
and Eaton. 

Meanwhile, Cornette has 
other things to worry about 
besides the breakup of his team 
and his embarrassing waistline. 
Bobby Fulton, a former member 
of The Fantastics, has invaded 


SMW with his sights set on one 
man: You guessed it, Cornette! 

Fulton feuded with Cornette’s 
Midnight Express several years 
ago. 

“We still have a score to set- 
tle,” Fulton said. “Cornette’s still 
doing the same stuff he always 
did, and I’m not going to let him 
get away with it. A big mouth 
like that needs to have his trap 
shut permanently, and |’m the 
man to do the job.” 

Cornette originally balked at 
wrestling Fulton, but has since 
agreed to a series of matches. 

“Fulton was never any good,” 
Cornette said. “He just doesn’t 
know what he’s about to deal 
with.” 

WWF World champion Hulk 
Hogan and former champion 
Yokozuna have finally signed for 
a rematch. The WWF recently 
announced that Hogan will 
wrestle Yokozuna on the WWF’s 
July 17 card at the Capital 
Centre in Landover, Maryland. 

Negotiations had been com- 
ing along slowly because Hogan 
didn’t want manager Mr. Fuji to 
be present for the rematches. 
The 505-pound Yokozuna 
refused to wrestle without his 
manager present, and Hogan 
grudgingly agreed to a series of 
matches. 

According to sources, Hogan 
was forced into signing for the 
match because he was in dan- 
ger of violating the WWF’s 30- 
day clause for title defenses. 
The “Hulkster” has defended the 
belt infrequently since winning it 
from Yokozuna in an impromptu 
match at WrestleMania IX. 

In other WWF news, Adam 
Bomb—who was known as The 
Nightstalker in SMW—has 
invaded the federation. Adam 
Bomb, managed by Johnny 
Polo, defeated Virgil twice at a 
recent TV taping in Portland, 
Maine. 1 
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1 260, Venice Beach, CA 
o bret No. A Seren: WCW title 


2235 eager Alberta 

(2) No. 1 contender: WWF title 

BARRY WINDHAM 

263, apa aten i ™ 

¢) NWA cha 
4 IG VAN VAD! R- 

404, Denver, CO 

() WCW World champion 
5 RTY JANNETTY 

ae Columbia, GA 

-) WWE eee eananital champion 

6 OT HENN! 

ie Mioneepots, MN 

No. 2 conener; WWF I-C title 


(5 5) No. 2 contender: WWF title 
IN ANDERSON 
249, Minneapolis, MN 
(-) No. 1 contender: NWA title 
10 SHAWN MICHAELS 
260, Miami, FL 
(3) No. 1 contender: WWF I-C title 


TAG TEAMS 


| STEVE AUSTIN & BRIAN PILLMAN 
Combined weight: 467 pounds 
of WCW World tag team champions 
ICK & SCOTT STEINER 
2 Combined weight: 483 pounds 
G) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag title 
3 ONEY INC. 
Combined weight: 492 pounds 
(t 1) WWE World tag) team champi 
4 K STEAMBOAT & SHANE SUGLAS 
Combined weight: 461 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contenders: WCW reg title 
THE ROCK ’N’ ROLL EXPRE 
paella weight: 453 copii 
Cy See Mountain tag team champions 
6 LK HOGAN & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
Combined weight: 573 pounds 
(he No. 1 Rgds WWF tag title 
VE DOLL 
Combined Si ciple 477 ado 
(-) USWA tag team champions 
8 . SOLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL 
Combined weight: 460 pounds 
-) No. 2 contenders: WCW tag title 
Ht HORNER & BRIAN LEE 
Q Combined weight: 479 pounds 
phy 1 contenders: SMW tag title 
& KEITH COLE 


1 Combined weight: 470 pounds 


(-) No. 4 contenders: WCW tag title 


Marty Jannetty 
wcw WWE GLOBAL USWA 
World Champion: World Champion: North American Champion: USWA Champion: 
BIG VAN VADER HULK HOGAN STEVIE RAY PAPA SHANGO 
(C) 404, Denver, CO (-) 300, Venice Beach, CA (C) 265, Dallas, TX (-) 340, parts unknown 
1—DUSTIN RHODES 1—MARTY JANNETTY 1—ANGEL i—JERRY LAWLER 
(1) 254, Austin, TX (-) 230, Columbia, GA (-) 310, Los Angeles, CA (C) 234, Memphis, TN 
2—RICK RUDE 2—SHAWN MICHAELS 2—MIKE DAVIS 2—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(-) 246, Robbinsdale, MN (1) 220, San Antonio, TX (10) 235, Tampa, FL (2) 230, Memphis, TN 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 3—BRET HART 3—STEVEN DANE 3—JEFF JARRETT 
(2) 263, Sweetwater, TX (C) 235, Calgary, Alberta (-) 232, Dallas, TX (1) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
4—STING 4—CURT HENNIG 4—TERRY SIMMS 4—JEFF GAYLORD 
(4) 260, Venice Beach, CA (6) 240, Minneapolis, MN (9) 220, San Francisco, CA (10) 280, St. Louis, MO 
5—PAUL ORNDORFF 5—LEX LUGER 5—CALVIN KNAPP 5—KOKO B. WARE 
(3) 253, Brandon, FL (-) 290, Chicago, IL (1) 231, Dallas, TX (-) 229, Union City, TN 
6—RICK STEAMBOAT 6—YOKOZUNA 6—BLACK BART 6—WOLFIE D. 
(-) 238, Honolulu, HI (4) 505, Samoa (3) 261, Pampa, TX (-) 250, parts unknown 
7—ARN ANDERSON 7—CRUSH 7—JOHN HAWK 7—BILLY TRAVIS 
(-) 249, Minneapolis, MN (3) 310, Honolulu, HI (-) 280, Sweetwater, TX (-) 218, Houston, TX 
8—DAVEY BOY SMITH 8—TATANKA 8—CHAZ TAYLOR 8—ROCK 'N’ ROLL PHANTOM 
(9) 245, Leeds, England (3) 260, Miami, FL (-) 225, Houston, TX: (7) 245, parts unknown 
9—MAXX PAYNE 9—BOB BACKLUND 9—JOHNNY MANTELL 9—STEVE MARINO 
(8) 350, lowa City, IA (7) 242, Princeton, MN (7) 260, Dallas, TX (-) 240, Memphis, TN 
10—ERIK WATTS 10—THE KID 10—GUIDO FALCONE 10—DAN DAVIS 
(7) 262, Tulsa, OK (-) 200, Tampa, FL (-) 245, Dallas, TX (4) 218, Nashville, TN 
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MOST POPULAR 


HULK HOGAN 
300, Venice, CA 
Last issue: unrated 


2 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
MARTY JANNETTY 
230, Columbia, GA 
Last issue: unrated 
CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
6 DAVEY BOY SMITH 


DUSTIN RHODES 

254, Austin, TX 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 
THE KID 


RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 

Last pert he 9 Most Popular 
| CACTUS JA 

303, Truth or Copsaqunces NM 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 
TITLE HELD UP 
(resulting from flag match) 
1—TRACEY SMOTHERS 

(2) 227, Atlanta, GA 
2—TONY ANTHONY 

(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
3—BRIAN LEE 

(4) 251, Los Angeles, CA 
4—KILLER KYLE 

(8) 303, Atlanta, GA 
5—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

(5) 252, Boston, MA 
6—RICK MORTON 

(6) 228, Memphis, TN 
7—TIM HORNER 

(3) 235, Morristown, TN 
8—TOM PRICHARD 

(6) 220, Houston, TX 
9—ROBERT GIBSON 

(-) 225, Pensacola, FL 
10—TASMANIAC 

(-) 245, Tasmania 


MOST HATED 


BIG VAN VADER 

404, Denver, CO 

Last ew No. 2 Most Hated 
RY WINDHAM 


Os 263, Sweetwater, TX 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
YOKOZUNA 
sa Samoa 
ist issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
SHAWN MICHAELS 
220, San Antonio, TX 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnort, TN 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last issue: unrated 
KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 
PAPA SHANGO 
sea Micteh placa UA 


1088 oAM BIGELOW 
368, Mount Laurel, NJ 
Last issue: unrated 


Iwccw 
IWCCW Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 
To be determined in tourney 
1—JOE SAVOLDI 

(2) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
2—JIMMY DEO 

(1) 301, Blandon, PA 
3—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 

(10) 280, Moscow, Russia 
4—TOMMY DREAMER 

(5) 245, Yonkers, NY 
5—EL DIABLO 

(8) 246, Tocula, Mexico 
6—TASMANIAC 

(3) 245, Tasmania 
7—JOHNNY WILDSIDE 

(3) 285, parts unknown 
8—THE NINJA 

(7) 277, Japan 
9—L.A. GORE 

(4) 288, Los Angeles, CA 
10—COUSIN LUKE 

(10) 336, Mud Lick, KY 


For period ended May 18, 1993 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five Issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 
and Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point 
value: 10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two 
ranking, and so on down to one point for a number-10 ranking. The 
point values for all wrestlers in the past five issues have been 
compiled, allowing a maximum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present 
the top five finishers in each category. While our regular ratings 
reflect the past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
wider trends in the sport. 


1—MONEY INC. 
2—HOLLYWOOD BLONDS 
3—STEINERS 


BIG D: Big D champion—Bill Irwin; i—Terry Simms; 2—Big D; 3—Steven 
Dane; 4—Guido Falcone; 5—Calvin Knapp; 6—Gary Young; 7—Scott 
Braddock; 8—Action Jackson; 9—Jimmy James; 10—Kit Carson. 


ECW: ECW champlon—Don Muraco; 1—The Sandman; 2—Eddie Gilbert; 
3—Terry Funk; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5—Salvatore Bellomo; 6—Hawk; 7— 
Johnny Hot Body; 8—J.T. Smith; $—Ivan Koloff; 10—Tony Stetson. 


ICWA: ICWA champion—Frankie Rose; 1—Cuban Assassin; 2—Jumbo 
Barretta; 3—Billy Mack; 4—Jeff Bradley; 5—Rico Federico; 6—Jim 
Backlund; 7—Gary Nica; 8—Lord Of Discipline; 9—Bill Tyree; 10—Verne 
Henderson. 


PWA: PWA champion—The Hater; 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Nailz; 3—Hawk; 
4—Lightning Kid; 5—Brad Rheingans; 6—Tommy Ferrara; 7—Derrick 
Dukes; 8—Randy Gusto; 9—Billy Blaze; 10—Larry Cameron. 


PWF: PWF champion—ttalian Stallion; 1—George South; 2—Cruel 
Connection Il; 3—Flaming Youth; 4—Scotty McKeever; 5—Terry Austin; 
6—Siar Ryder; 7—Killdozer; B—Russian Assassin |; 9—Mad Dog; 10— 
Russian Assassin lI. 


USA: USA TV champion—Col, DeBeers; 1—Max Steele; 2—Jesse Barr; 
3—Lou Andrews; 4—C.W. Bergstrom; 5—Bruiser Brian; 6—Bart Sawyer; 
7—Dane Rush; &—John Rambo; $—Karl Pope; 10—Jim Pope. 


WWA: WWA champlon—tThe Spider; 1—Shasheem; 2—Ed The Razor; 
3—Chris Evans; 4—Boy Gone Bad; 5—Chris Candido; 6—Bobby Salsa; 
7—Abbuda Singh; 8—Duane Gill; 9—Barry Hardy; 10—Scott Vida. 


WWC: WWC Universal champion—Carlos Colon; 1—The Mountie; 2— 
Killer Karl Wallace; 3—Invader |; 4—Don Harris; 5—Ron Harris; 6—Ricky 
Santana; 7—Mohammed Hussein; 8—Giant Warrior; 9—Jose Luis Rivera; 
10—Abdullah The Butcher. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Make NWA a World belt, readers say. In a recent 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated “Ratings Analysis,” we asked 
whether a third federation should have a world 
champion recognized alongside the WWF and WCW. 
The mail continues to pour in. 

By more than a 20-to-1 ratio, readers agreed a third 
world belt should be awarded. NWA was the runaway 
winner, getting more than twice the support of USWA, 
while Global placed a distant third. 

A historical perspective: NWA’s name predates 
televised wrestling, but the federation became WCW 
when bought by Turner Broadcasting in 1990. Two 
years later, the NWA heavyweight title was revived; it 
is allied with, but autonomous from, WCW. 

Sure the NWA‘s history is intermingled with WCW, 
said Charles Lemons Jr. of Okay, Oklahoma. But if the 
NWA belt is not a prestigious world title, then why is 
everyone in Japan and WCW after it? | think you 
should recognize the NWA title as a world title, and 
also have a separate rating for the NWA. 

Joshua Kramer of Hamilton, New Jersey, concurred. 
The NWA title is recognized worldwide; already, NWA 
title defenses have taken place in the U.S. and Japan. 
Masa Chono, The Great Muta, and Barry Windham 
[past and present NWA champs] can hold their own 
with anyone in the world. 

Jimmy Nance of Asheboro, North Carolina, cited 
the NWA’s heritage. The NWA title has been around 
since 1905 and true ring greats such as the legendary 
Harley Race, Ric Flair, Sting, and Dusty Rhodes have 
all held the prestigious strap now held by Barry 
Windham. 

The USWA basically limits its cards to Memphis, 
Tennessee and surrounding states, but has been 
around—and thrived—since the 1950s, thanks in part 
to sound leadership and solid wrestlers such as Jerry 
Lawler. Its most passionate defender was Chris Roberts 
of Houston. The USWA is the best anywhere. After all, 
that’s where it started for Hulk Hogan and Randy 
Savage. | feel the USWA will get more TV coverage 
due to its tie-in with the WWF, and | hope WWF will 
pit its champion against the USWA champ. 


Adam Scepaniak of Baltimore stated, The USWA 
title has been held by or defended against the best 
veterans and rising stars anywhere in the U.S. 

When founded in 1990, Texas-based Global 
planned to present cards both domestically and 
overseas, but that never got off the ground and its 
bouts are now limited to Dallas. Nevertheless, it has a 
booster in John McCarthy of Arlington Heights, Illinois. 
| watch Global on ESPN and | am impressed with Rod 
Price (since dethroned by Stevie Ray) as Global 
champion. 

There was even a vote for the 
European-based CWA. | think 
this federation deserves a world 
title, as it promotes cards all 
around Europe, and has an 
excellent talent roster including 
Hawk, Rambo, Dave Finlay, and 
others who often compete there, 
noted Michael Liptrot of St. 
Helens, England. | know you 
support the growth of wrestling worldwide, and what 
better way than to give a federation outside the U.S. a 
chance to hold the world title and be compared with 
the WWF and WCW? 

Thomas Eyton-Jones of Benton, Louisiana, dissents 
and wants to keep the status quo. Should there be 
another recognized “world” title? It’s hard to recognize 
the ones we have! Unless major contenders continue 
to surface or it develops its own roster of talent, the 
NWA will not have a title worth the metal in Ric Flair’s 
old depreciated belt. The USWA definitely has the 
credentials but not the national impact; now Jerry 
Lawler is exploiting an agreement with the WWF to 
get some exposure. If that’s what the USWA’s biggest 
draw must do to be recognized, it will never be ready 
to have a real “world” champion, Global? Don’t make 
me laugh! 

Speak up, people. What topics are on your mind? 
We'd like to hear from you. Write to: “Ratings 
Analysis,” c/o Wrestling Superstars, Box 956, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. o 


Barry Windham 


Latch on to this super deal and save a bundle on Wrestling Superstars. Although Wrestling Superstars is now 
published six times per year, subscribers get 12 issues—two years of hard-hitting news and color-packed action! 


AND YOU’LL SAVE BIG-TIME! 


When you subscribe to Wrestling Superstars through 
this super deal, you get a super magazine: More color 
than ever, our imaginative ‘‘Dream Matches,”’ the 
ever popular Wrestling Superstars sections—all the 
top-quality writing and photography you’ve come to 
expect from London Publishing Co., the world’s 
leading publisher of wrestling magazines! 


We’re offering two ways to subscribe to 
Wrestling Superstars, one of which we're 
sure you're going to want to take advantage 
of: 


@A six-issue subscription is available at the 
cost of $17.70 


eOrder a two-year subscription for $35.40 
and receive two issues free. That's a 15% 
discount off the regular newsstand rate! 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


lf it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about . . . 


Exciusive news from behind the scenes 
Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
Title changes and transactions 
Up-to-date ratings 

Wrestler of the week 

Plus . . . Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 


want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling I/lustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S. 1-900-884-4P WI 
IN THE U.K. 0891 331 144 


Fer This service is available on both 
rotary-dial and touch-tone phones 
* Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute in the 
United Kingdom is 36p gheap rate and 48p at all other times incl. VAT. 


Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London, WC1N 3XxX 
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